California Fire Siege 2003

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Chronological Summary

October 21 – November 7, 2003
739,597 total acres have burned in Southern California as a result of the Fire Siege

At the height of the fires 15,631 personnel were assigned to fires in California.

3,631 residential structures, 36 commercial properties, 1,169 outbuildings destroyed.

22 fatalities, including 1 firefighter, 246 injuries.
Monday, October 20, 2003


Total Vegetation Fire in the State:  32   Total Acres Burned:  20

Tuesday, October 21, 2003

Weather Report, October 21, 2003

Northern Region

*** MODERATE TO STRONG NORTHEAST TO EAST WINDS EXPECTED TO DEVELOP THURSDAY AND LAST WELL INTO THE WEEKEND ***

 

A strong high-pressure ridge will continue to dominate the weather pattern through the weekend at least. A low-pressure trough will move out of the Gulf of Alaska and roll over the ridge Wednesday. The ridge will rebound strongly after the trough passes, and this will generate some north to northeast winds across Northern California late Thursday into Sunday morning. The southern edge of the trough will reach into the very northern areas for a chance of some light showers there late Wednesday through early Thursday; otherwise the weather will continue to be dry into the foreseeable future. 

 

Southern Region

A strong ridge of high pressure over the southwestern states will maintain warm temperatures and light winds today. Humidity will also continue to be very low today, except over the coastal areas. The ridge of high pressure will weaken as a weak pacific trough moves through Northern California bringing a little cooler temperatures and a little higher humidity Wednesday and Thursday. Another ridge of high pressure will build off the California coast Friday through the weekend bringing warm temperatures and low humidity to most of the region. There will also be locally gusty northeast winds over the mountains, deserts, and below some canyons and passes Thursday night through the weekend. 

· 12:01 pm - Roblar 2 Fire starts near Camp Pendleton. 
· 1:39 pm - Northern Region CDF staffs all engines, crews, and dozers 24 hours a day.  Lookouts are staffed in “Wind prone areas” due to North wind event. 
· 2:22 pm - Grand Prix Fire starts near Rancho Cucamonga. 
· 4:12 pm - Pass Fire starts near Reche Canyon. 
· 5:29 pm – CDF San Diego Unit initiates Select Call for all DC’s, BC’s to remain on duty, coverage of a local CWN copter N215KA, and covers all crews 24 hours per day.
· 7:00 pm - San Diego, San Bernardino and Riverside Units staff Camp and Reserve engines at 3-person staffing.
· 8:30 pm - Roblar 2 Fire extreme fire behavior.
Wednesday, October 22, 2003

· 8:00 am - Southern Region Units staff all Camp and Reserve engines at 3-0 staffing, LA County Strike Team of engines stage at Santa Clarita, Orange County staffs second helicopter and forms a Type 3 Strike Team, Ventura forms a Task Force of 3 Type 3 engines and 1 Watertender.
· 12:18 pm - Weather reported as gusty southwest winds for areas east of the Cascade/Sierra Crest, and moderate to strong northeast to east winds in the Northern Region. High pressure continues over the South Region with light winds and lower humidity.
 Thursday, October 23, 2003

· 11:00 am - Weather reports indicate Northern Region with northwest to northeast winds with low humidity and poor overnight humidity recovery. Weather for the Southern Region shows the advent of strong and gusty northeast winds with very low humidity and above normal temperatures.
· 3:30 pm - Piru Fire starts near the community of Ojai. 
· 5:00 pm - Grand Prix Fire reports erratic fire behavior. Piru Fire reports extreme fire behavior.
· Palermo Fire – Butte County

Friday, October 24, 2003

· 6:00 am - Grand Prix Fire reports closure of the Interstate 15 and 210 freeways. Extreme fire behavior with spotting and torching.
· 7:44 - Days off cancelled for all firefighting personnel in Southern Region.
· 10:01 am - Olinda Fire starts in Shasta County.  Contained at 50 acres. 

· 11:00 - Weather report for the Northern Region is moderate to strong northeast winds with low humidity and poor overnight humidity recovery. The Southern Region will experience strong and gusty northeast winds, strongest and more widespread Saturday, 10/25 through Sunday night 10/26, with very low humidity and above normal temperatures.
· 11:00 am - Pass Fire is 100% contained, 2,387 acres.
· 11:27 am - All CDF airbases staffed by 0800 with all Air tankers, Air-Tactical, and Helicopters.
· 1:43 pm - Verdale Fire starts near the City of Santa Clarita. 
· 3:00 pm – Ranco 8 Fires starts (Tehama County).  Contained at 11 acres.
· 3:05 pm – Happy Fire (Santa Barbara County) starts.  Contained at 250 acres.

· 4:02 pm - Verdale Fire reports evacuations.
· 5:00 pm - Grand Prix Fire- CWN helicopter force landed for mechanical problems and was later destroyed when the fire overran the area where it has been grounded. 
Saturday, October 25, 2003


· 6:00 am - Grand Prix Fire reports widespread mandatory evacuations in Rancho Cucamonga. 
· 9:17 am - Old Fire starts near the City of San Bernardino
· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region with moderate to strong northeast winds with low humidity and poor overnight humidity recovery. The Southern Region is now experiencing the Santa Ana wind conditions over all fire areas, with strong and gusty northeast winds through Monday, 10/27.
· 11:57 am - Old Fire reports fire conditions are extreme and the fire is predominantly wind driven with spotting. 5000 residences are currently threatened.
· 12:23 pm - All days off cancelled for all firefighting personnel in the Northern Region
· 2:41 pm – Spring #3 Fire (Napa County) starts.  Contained at 20 acres.

· 5:10 pm – 8 California National Guard helicopters requested by CDF through OES to the California National Guard for assignment to Southern California fires. 
· 5:37 pm - Cedar Fire starts near the community of Santee.
· 6:00 pm - Continued extreme fire behavior in Red Flag conditions 
· 6:05 pm - Verdale Fire reports fire activity extreme with the surfacing of the Santa Ana winds, (20 to 30 mph, with gusts to 45) producing spotting ½ to 1 mile ahead of the main fire, and the consumption of 2,000 to 3,000 acres per hour. 
· 6:30 pm - Old Fire reports due to high winds that all fixed wing aircraft and helicopters were grounded due to high winds; in excess of 35 mph. Thousands are being evacuated from the City of San Bernardino.
· 2:50 pm - Simi Fire starts near the City of Moor Park. 
· 9:58 pm – 2 CA Modular Airborne Fire Fighting Systems (MAFFS) requested by CDF through OES to the California National Guard.
Sunday, October 26, 2003

· 00:35 am - The Governor of the State of California issues a proclamation claiming a “State of Emergency” in San Bernardino and Ventura counties.
· 1:30 am - Paradise Fire starts near the community of Valley Center.
· 3:00 am - Cedar Fire reports current weather over the incident is reporting winds out of the East at 30 to 45 mph, with gusts to 75, temperature 63 degrees, with Relative Humidity of 10%.
· 5:00 am - Paradise Fire reports 1,600 acres and 0% contained. 0500 hr weather reports 80 degrees and Relative humidity of 11%, and East winds of 20 to 25 mph, with gusts to 35 mph.
· 5:30 am - Piru Fire reports 1,253 acres and 85% contained. Incident Commander anticipates containment of this fire within this burning period.
· 6:00 am - Verdale Fire reports experiencing easterly winds of 25 to 35 mph, with gusts to 45. 
· 6:00 am - Old Fire reports “explosive” fire behavior through drought/disease stressed timber
· 6:00 am - Grand Prix Fire reports winds in excess of 45 to 50 mph have been reported. Extreme fire behavior with major spotting and torching.
· 6:00 am - Simi Fire reports suppression efforts are drastically limited due to initial attack resources primarily conducting structure protection. 
· 7:18 am – Otay/Mine Fire starts near the city of Otay. 
· 8:00 am – 5 CA CNG helicopter go to Los Alamitos
· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region to begin the decrease of Northeast to East winds, however, strong North to Northeast winds possible again by mid week. The Southern Region is experiencing locally strong and gusty northeast winds through Monday over southern California mountains and valleys.
· 2 California MAFFS unable to fly due to wind and smoke.

· 10:57 am – Higgins Fire (Santa Clara) starts. Contained at 30 acres

· 11:45 am - Mountain Fire starts near the community of Sage
· 1:05 pm – Wellman Fire starts.  

· 1:30 pm - Piru Fire reports fire behavior is extreme with temperatures in the mid 90’s, strong northeast to East winds and relative humidity at 4%.
· 1:30 pm - Paradise Fire reports “extreme Santa Ana winds driven fire”. 
· 1:59 pm - Padua Fire is established from the Grand Prix.  The Grand Prix fire located in L.A. County will be managed separately but in coordination with Grand Prix Fire management.  
· 2:00 pm – Paltina Fire in Shasta County starts.  Contained at 53 acres 

· 2:22 pm – Centerville Fire in Butte County starts.  Contained at 100 acres
· 2:25 pm - Mine Fire reports fire winds at 50 to 60 mph from the East.
· 3:36 pm – Xowannutuk/Tuk Fire starts within the Redwoods Nat. Park in Humboldt County. 
· 5:00 pm - Chief James Wright talks to Ray Quintanar, USFS Region 5, requesting additional national resources federal firefighting resources being ordered to help augment the firefighting resources already committed to major fires in Southern California.  This included engines, crews, and military Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS).
Monday, October 27, 2003

· 2:18 am – Dersch Fire (Shasta County) starts.  Contained at 23 acres

· 6:00 am - Grand Prix Fire reports Santa Ana winds, high temperatures, low humidity with minimal nighttime recovery continue to hamper firefighting efforts.
· 8:00 am - Northern Region Units staff all “B” engines 4-0 due to critical drawdown levels. 
· 9:03 am – Cuesta Fire (San Luis Obispo County) starts. Contained at 238 acres
· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region with Red Flag warnings extended through Tuesday morning for the higher terrain of interior Northern California including the west slopes of the Northern Sierras. Southern Regions will experience somewhat lighter winds through Tuesday morning, ending Tuesday evening.
· 11:18 am - No more air tankers available in California.  5 unfilled requests sent by United States Forest Service (USFS) at South Ops, to the National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC) in Boise.
· 12:18 am - Cedar fire reports that winds are switching between Santa Ana winds and normal on shore winds, which is pushing the fire in all directions. 
· 2:27 pm – West Fire starts in Shasta County.  Contained at 85 acres
· 5:00 pm – 2 more CA CNG helicopters arrive at Los Alamitos
· 6:00 pm - Grand Prix Fire reports Red Flag conditions have been lifted over the fire area.
· 7:00 pm - 3 Helicopters requested from the Nevada National Guard through State-to-State agreement.
· 8:00 pm – Wellman Fire contained at 100 acres.
· 8:05 pm - Cedar Fire reports continued extreme fire behavior. Fire is spotting over major highways and roads. Observed flame lengths of 200 feet. Prevailing east winds have been lighter than predicted, though fire continues to generate thermal convections that push the fire in various directions. 
· 11:30 pm  - Whitmore Fire, in Shasta County, starts.
Tuesday, October 28, 2003

· Border Fire – San Diego County

· 6:00 am - Old Fire reports due to the drought and disease stressed timber of the San Bernardino Forest and the extreme fire behavior is making it difficult to protect anything in the path of the fire. 
· 6:00 am - Grand Prix Fire reports fire continues to make significant runs, mainly slope driven. This is the first report of demobilization of excess Type 1 Engine Strike Teams to other fires. Demob will begin this morning.
· 6:00 am - Piru Fire reports fire is progressing northward into heavier fuels that have not burned in over 30 years. Fire spread is also moving into the Santa Paula Valley threatening several hundred residences and valuable agricultural properties.
· 6:00 am - Mountain Fire reports winds are expected to transition back to on shore at 5 to 9 mph, with significant reduction in fire behavior. 
· 6:30 am - Verdale Fire contained at 8,650 acres
· Massive demobilization and reassignments of resource will take place this morning.  Resources will be reassigned. The incident will transition back to the local Battalion by 0800 hrs this morning.
· 6:30 am - Paradise Fire reports fire continued to make significant runs through the night. 
· 7:40 am - Cedar Fire reports weather forecasts still predict winds in excess of 20 mph, and single digit relative humidity.

· 9:00 am - Simi Fire reports fire is experiencing drastically diminishing winds, less than 3 mph.
· 10:57 am - Shasta-Trinity Unit submits to OES their Initial Request for Fire Management Assistance Grant (FMAG) on the Whitmore Fire. Initial estimates of size state 2000 acres, Red Flag conditions, and 150 homes threatened.

· 11:00 am - California Wildland Incident Briefing reports weather for the Northern Region as having Red Flag warnings through Tuesday morning for Napa and for gusty northeast winds and very low relative humidity values for the upper slopes and ridge tops of Mendocino, Trinity, Humboldt and the eastern half of Del Norte Counties. Weather for the Southern Region reports lighter offshore winds this morning over the mountains and in the valleys below canyons and passes, with light onshore winds in the afternoon. Continued very low humidity and low humidity recovery along with above normal temperatures. Stronger onshore winds Wednesday afternoon with cooler temperatures and slightly higher humidity. Strong and gusty southwest to west winds Wednesday afternoon through Thursday with low humidity.
· 1:16 pm – Wonder Fire (Shasta County) starts. Contained at 15 acres.
· 2:00 pm – Last CNG helicopter arrives at Los Alamitos

· 2:00 pm - Three federal MAFFS arrive at Channel Isles.  Being prepped.
· 3:00 pm – 3 NNG helicopters arrive at Los Alamitos

· 4:00 pm- Reported windshield damage on six federal air tankers in Southern California because of flying debris in smoke columns resulting in grounded aircraft.
· 5:00 pm - Oregon National Guard helicopters requested through State-to-State agreement.  1 will be assigned to the Shasta-Trinity Unit to augment initial attack resources, due activity in Northern California. 
· Three federal MAFFS arrive at Channel Isles with the two California National Guard MAFFS.  Being prepped.

· 6:00 pm - Simi Fire reports weather observed today are temperatures in the mid 60’s, winds from the North at 5 mph, and humidities between 30 to 40%.
· 6:30 pm - Cedar Fire reports fire continues to experience extremely low humidities and high temperatures, hampering firefighting efforts. 
· 7:00 pm - Mountain Fire reports fire behavior were winds transitioning back to on shore. Fire behavior was greatly reduced.
· 7:00 pm - Paradise Fire reports fire is under an inversion. All aircraft unable to fly. The Cedar Fire influences fire spread.
Wednesday, October 29, 2003

· 6:00 am - Mountain Fire reports good progress continues to be made aided by cooler temps, humidity of up to 50%, and light winds.
· 6:00 am - Old Fire reports fire is still experiencing significant runs through disease/drought stressed timber. 
· 6:00 am - Piru Fire reports that recent weather changes contributed to decreased fire spread. 
· 7:00 am - Whitmore Fire reports winds are subsiding, and mop up and patrol efforts are underway.
· Three Nevada National Guard ships at Los Alamitos for flight training and outfitting.
· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region windy today, with much colder weather on the way tonight and Thursday. Weather for the Southern Region predicts light southwest to west winds in the morning, becoming stronger and gusty late morning and afternoon, with cooler temperatures. Some increase in humidity most areas, especially lower coastal areas. 
· 11:20 am - Offer of air support from British Columbia and Honduras.
· 12:30 pm - Engineer Steven Rucker dies and three members of his crew injured when they were overrun by the Cedar Fire. Steven Rucker was a member of the Novato Fire Protection District.
· 12:30 pm - CDF Chief of Aviation Management and USFS Region 5 Aviation Manager discuss utilization of three Navy helicopters at North Island.  CDF is told that the Forest Service was bringing in a team and setting up at Camp Pendleton.  USFS will attempt to incorporated Navy ships into the federal operations through the military chain-of-command which is coordinating Mira Mar, Pendleton and North Island aviation assets.  
· 1:00 pm – 1 Oregon National Guard (ONG) helicopter arrives at Los Alamitos, training and outfitting.  Available for assignment October 30.
· 4:00 pm -
Second Oregon National Guard (ONG) helicopter arrives at Redding.
· 4:00 pm – 3 additional (Federal Activation) MAFFS to Channel Island.  Will be available for assignment 30 October, arrived 1600 hours
· 5:00 pm – 4 Washington National Guard (WNG) helicopters offered through State-to-State agreement.
· 6:00 pm - Simi Fire reports fire made moderate to rapid runs caused by strong gusty winds from the south and the southwest. Fire made runs into the community of Stevenson Ranch requiring strong structure protection efforts. I-5 was closed for 3 hours due to a spot fire over the freeway, which was later contained.
· 6:00 pm - Old Fire reports canyon and uphill runs observed with long range spotting. Crowning observed in all areas.
· 6:00 pm - Padua Fire reports significant decrease in fire behavior due to favorable weather conditions. Temperatures lower 60’s, Relative humidity, 60%, winds less than 10 mph.
· 6:00 pm - Mountain Fire contained at 10,331 acres. 
· 7:00 pm - Cedar Fire reports continued extreme fire behavior today. Fire is spotting over major roads and highways, 200-foot flame lengths observed. West winds continue pushing fire to the east and northeast. The communities of Julian, Pine Hills, Cuyamaca, and Guatay are evacuated.
· 10:27 pm - Silverado Fire starts near the City of St. Helena in Napa County. 
· 11:08 pm - Cal Pine Fire starts near the community of Geyserville in Sonoma County
Thursday, October 30, 2003

· Ord Fire - in Glen County
· 5:00 am - Silverado Fire (Napa County) reports 85 acres and 100% contained. 
· 5:30 am - Cal Pine Fire reports fire as being wind driven in heavy fuels, with no access. 
· 6:00 am - Old Fire continues to move unimpeded during night operations. Coastal strata is moving into the area but has had little affect on fire behavior. Rapid uphill runs and spotting are occurring.
· 6:00 am - Xowannutuk Fire (Tuk) reports fire behavior is reported as “minimal”.
· 6:00 am - Grand Prix Fire reports weather over the fire is 50 degrees, winds south at 12 with gusts to 25 mph, humidity at 90%.
· 6:00 am - Padua Fire reports getting ready to transition to a Type 3 team on 10/31/03 at 0600.
· 6:30 am - Piru Fire reports that fire spread slowed because of increased line construction and increased relative humilities.
· 7:00 am - Whitmore Fire (Shasta County) contained at 1,004 acres. West to Northwest wind event today. 12 to 17 mph with gusts to 25 mph expected.
· 7:00 am - Cedar Fire reports fire weather continued to be extreme, with winds in excess of 30 mph.
· 7:00 am - Paradise Fire reports higher humidity and nighttime drizzle are assisting in slowing the fire’s spread in some areas.
· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region as having a low-pressure trough over the area producing cool and humid conditions with isolated showers through Friday. Snow levels will be near 4,000 to 5,000 feet. Weather for the Southern Region shows a Pacific trough bringing cooler temperatures and much higher humidity through the middle of next week. Snow level will be around 6,000 feet in the south. Showers over most of the Region on Friday and Saturday.  
· 11:00 am - 208 Military, State, Federal, and contracted air resources committed, includes 104 fixed-wing and 90 helicopters.  
· Most fixed wing resources are grounded pending improved smoke/weather visibility.
· 11:00 am - 3 additional (Federal Activation) MAFFS arrived at Channel Island. Available for assignment 30 October, 2003
· 2:00 pm - Cal Pine Fire (Sonoma County) reports 75 acres and 100% contained. 
· 2:02 pm - All Washington National Guard resources cancelled by South Ops, due to weather changes and unable to utilize aircraft available.  
· 6:00 pm - Old Fire reports moderation in weather that is enabling firefighters to begin direct line construction.
· 6:00 pm - Grand Prix Fire reports all evacuation orders have been lifted. Fire growth expected to be greatly reduced over the next 48 hours due to the incoming weather pattern.
· 8:59 pm - An accident investigation team was formed to report to CDF San Diego Unit Headquarters to investigate firefighter fatality on the Cedar Fire. 
Friday, October 31, 2003

· 6:00 am - Old Fire reports fire responding well to higher humidity and lower temperatures.
· 6:00 am - Simi Fire reports fires rate of spread slowed considerably due to higher humidity with scattered showers overnight.
· 7:00 am - Cedar Fire reports significant improvement in conditions, fire behavior and air quality, due to scattered showers.
· 7:00 am - Paradise Fire reports much of the fire laid down during the night as a result of the marine layer and drizzle over the fire.
· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region as having a low-pressure trough continuing to produce isolated to scattered rain and snow showers through midday Friday. Snow levels will be 4,000 to 5,000 feet. Weather for the Southern Region, a couple of Pacific troughs will maintain cool temperatures and high humidity through the middle of next week.
· 11:00 am - Military Aircraft Status:

(    8 MAFFS awaiting assignments

· 7 CNG helicopters awaiting assignments; 3 CNG helicopters down for maintenance

· 2 NNG 2 helicopters awaiting assignments; 1 NNG helicopter down for maintenance

· 2 ONG helicopters awaiting assignments
· 4:00 pm - Grand Prix Fire reports weather observations…Temperature, 40, Relative Humidity, 80 to 90%, winds westerly 8 to 15 mph
· 5:00 pm - 3 CNG helicopters assigned to the Simi Incident, 4 to the Paradise/Cedar Incidents, 4 to the Paradise/Cedar Incidents. 3 Nevada National Guard (NNG) helicopters assigned to the Paradise/Cedar Incidents.
· Poor visibility reported over most fires today with limit missions flown by aircraft.

· 7:21 pm - Demobilization priorities are established. 
Saturday, November 1, 2003

· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region as having another cold weather system with low snow levels on its way to Northern California. Weather for the Southern Region shows a series of pacific troughs will maintain cool temperatures and high humidity through next weekend. There will continue to be isolated showers over parts of the region today behind the first trough. Snow level will be around 4,000 feet.
· 11:00 am - 8 MAFFS awaiting assignments
· 6 CNG helicopters awaiting assignments; 3 CNG helicopters down for maintenance

· Camp Pendleton - 5 USMC CH-53 Sea Stallion Helicopters available

· 2:00 pm – 2 ONG helicopters released back to State of Oregon
· 2:47 pm – Bell Fire (Mendocino County) starts.  Contained at 30 acres.

· 4:00 pm - Grand Prix Fire reports observed fire behavior shows periods of smoldering after widespread rain and snow over the area
· 4:45 pm – 3 NNG helicopters released back to State of Nevada
· 6:00 pm - Old Fire reports fire behavior has little to no open flame with less than 1-foot flame lengths. Stumps, dead trees, and heavily fueled islands continue to smoke. 
· 7:00 pm - Paradise Fire reports fire behavior shows smoldering and creeping with no significant runs. 
Sunday, November 2, 2003

· 6:00 am - Grand Prix Fire reports no fire growth is expected due to higher humidity, lower temperatures, and lighter winds over the area. 
· 6:00 am - Old Fire reports nighttime conditions would not support active surface fire.
· 7:00 am - Paradise Fire reports 5 occasional light drizzle over the fire area.

· 8:00 am – Simi Fire contained at 108,204 acres.

· 8:00 am - 6 out of state MAFFS aircraft released and returned to home bases. The 2 California MAFFS aircraft are still staffed at Channel Island. 

· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region as having another cold low pressure trough dropping southward along the coast. This system will bring rain and snow to the area today with showers Monday. Snow levels will be 3000 to 4000 feet, and locally to 1500 feet in the extreme north. Weather for the Southern Region reports a pacific trough will maintain cool temperatures and fairly high humidity through next weekend. 
· 11:00 am - Military Aircraft Status:
· 2 CA MAFFS awaiting assignments
· 6 CNG helicopters awaiting assignments; 3 CNG helicopters down for maintenance

· 3 NNG helicopters pending release

· 2 ONG helicopters pending release
· 1:00 pm – 2 CA MAFFS released
· 7:00 pm - Old Fire, Grand Prix Fire, and Paradise Fire reports no significant incident activity.
· 8:45 pm - Cedar Fire reports minor flare- ups in the fire’s interior.
Monday, November 3, 2003

· 8:00 am – CDF cancellation of days off and annual approved vacations are rescinded

· 11:00 am - Weather for the Northern Region as having another cold low-pressure trough is dropping southward along the coast. This system will bring rain and snow to the area today with showers Monday. Snow levels will be 3000 to 4000 feet, and locally to 1500 feet in the extreme north. Weather for the Southern Region reports a pacific trough will maintain cool temperatures and fairly high humidity through next weekend. 
· 6:00 pm - Old Fire Began demobilization and deactivation of Oak Glen Zone. Residents are returning to mountain communities on a community-by-community basis. 
Tuesday, November 4, 2003

· 11:00 am - Weather report for the Northern Region as having a northwesterly flow aloft will be bringing a weak weather system into the North Ops area later today and tonight. It will bring some light precipitation to NW California late today or tonight, with a lesser chance in areas farther south and east Wednesday morning. Weather for the Southern Region states: A pacific trough will maintain cool temperatures and fairly high humidity through the weekend. A couple of storms will bring periods of rain and high elevation snow.
· Local government resources are being demobilized
· 6:00 pm- Cedar Fire contained at 273,246 acres.  Largest fire in the State’s history.
Wednesday, November 5, 2003

· 6:00 am - Simi Fire contained at 108,204 acres.
· 6:00 am – Old Fire contained at 91,281 acres.
· 11:00 am - Weather report for the Northern Region as having a northwesterly flow aloft will be bringing a weak weather system in to the North Ops area later today and tonight. It will bring some light precipitation to NW California late today or tonight, with a lesser chance in areas farther south and east Wednesday morning. Weather for the Southern Region states: A pacific trough will maintain cool temperatures and fairly high humidity through the weekend. There will be scattered showers over central California with a chance of showers over southern California Thursday. A couple of storms will bring periods of rain Thursday night through the weekend with one to two inches of rainfall over Central California. 
· Careful considerations given to formulating additional demobilization plans in order to ensure that an appropriate number of resources are available to respond as need on incidents.
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