STATE OPERATIONS CENTER SITUATION REPORT
SOCAL OCTOBER 2007 WILD LAND FIRES

October 27, 2007; 2000 Hours

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Weather 
The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District issued an air quality alert due to smoke impacts from the Southern California fires. Smoke may affect Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare and the valley portion of Kern Counties.

Los Angeles Weather:

An upper level low will bring a surge of subtropical moisture streaming northward off the Baja coast.  This moisture will result in high clouds over the forecast area but the area should remain dry, except for a slight chance of showers over the mountain areas for Saturday.  For Saturday night thru Monday, upper level ridging should move into southern California as the upper level low drifts further off the coast.  This will result in temperatures rising through the first part of the week, maybe even above seasonal norms by a few degrees.  For Wednesday through Friday another ridge builds into the west coast to keep the weather warm and dry.

Extreme Southwestern California including Orange, San Diego, Western Riverside and Southwestern San Bernardino Counties:

Marine layer clouds will spread a little farther inland today and tonight causing an increase in high clouds from the south.  The additional high cloud cover will bring a few more degrees of cooling Saturday.  On Sunday a weak offshore flow and rebuilding high pressure will bring brief warming, then a returning onshore flow will bring further cooling starting next Tuesday and for the rest of the week.

Southeast California Weather: 

A ridge of high pressure over the southwestern United States will continue to produce warm and dry conditions across the area into early next week.  However, increased high clouds will be seen across the area over the weekend.  Areas of smoke from the southern California wildfires will remain over San Bernardino and Inyo counties for the weekend.

GUBERNATORIAL AND PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS
Local Proclamations:  Ventura County, San Diego County, Orange County, City of Irvine, Orange County, Los Angeles County, City of Banning, and the City of San Jacinto.  The San Diego County proclamation was made by the County Chief Administrative Officer and subsequently ratified by the Board of Supervisors on October 24, 2007.  Riverside County has requested an amendment to the State of Emergency Proclamation and Presidential Declaration to include significant wind damage.  Riverside County is continuing to gather data to support their request to OES.
Governor’s Proclamation:  Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura due to wildfires. 

Governor's Executive Order

On October 26, 2007, Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive Order S-13-07 which took several actions to assist in the recovery from the disaster.  For complete details of the Executive Order, please see the following website:  http://gov.ca.gov/executive-order/7927/
Presidential Declaration:  Issued 10/24/07 (FEMA -1731-DR).  The previous Emergency Declaration (EM 3279) issued on 10/23/07 and the eight Fire Management Assistance Grants are now included in this one Declaration.  This Declaration authorizes Individual Assistance, Public Assistance, and Hazard Mitigation Grants for the declared counties.   The Public Assistance program is presently limited to debris removal and emergency protective measures.  Reimbursement for the repair or replacement of damaged public facilities is not authorized; this authorization will depend on the results of the initial damage assessments. 

Fire Activity Summary
There are 9 active fires in Southern California. The priority for fighting fires is: the Harris, Slide, Poomacha, Santiago, Rice, Witch, Ammo (formerly Pendleton), Valley and the Ranch. The MACS level remains at Level 4 (the highest level) for Southern California.  Level 4 reflects a total Geographical Area commitment or statewide effort requiring MACS activities.  

Fatalities: 7   

Reported Injuries:  88
Total Acres Burned to Date:  507,957
Structures Destroyed:  2,755
Structures Threatened:  19,225
Structures Damaged:  531
Shelter Status

Number in Shelters:  4,403 people in 28 shelters as reported by counties (includes non-Red Cross shelters)  This includes 2,151 people in 20 Red Cross and Partner shelters.  

SITUATION SUMMARY

Essential Facilities Activated

Operational Area Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs):  
Orange, San Bernardino, San Diego and Riverside (which has inadvertently been left off of previous reports).
Southern Regional Emergency Operations Center (SREOC)

State Operations Center (SOC) 

Joint Field Office: 
Opened 10/24/07 at 75 N. Fair Oaks, Pasadena   Main Phone: (626) 431-3000

Local Assistance Centers (LACs):  
Nine Local Assistance Centers are currently open and have reported 4,392 service visits as of close of business, October 26, 2007.  The specific locations and hours of operation can be found at the following website: http://www.oes.ca.gov/Operational/OESHome.nsf/ALL/025B99508F36CBF58825737F00052385?OpenDocument
Individual Assistance Program 

FEMA Tele-registrations - 5,706 
Housing Assistance amount approved: $159,468 for 60 registrants
Housing Assistance amount disbursed:  $10,776

EVACUATION STATUS  (No changes from the previous report)
Mandatory evacuations continue for:

Barrett Junction (San Diego county) - The area around Lake Barret, Lakeside - All of Wildcat Canyon, and Muth Valley south to Willow Rd., Harbison Canyon - East County Communities of West Alpine, Harbison Canyon and Crest, Del Mar - All areas east of Crest Road; San Dieguito Road; Oribia Road; Avenida Primavera (along Crest Road); Serpentine Drive; Gatun Street; Balboa Avenue; Zapo Street, North Jamul, Indian Springs, San Miguel Ranch - North and east of Mount Miguel Rd South Bay, Palomar Mountain, Lawson Valley - South of Loveland Reservoir, north of the Community of Lyons Valley, east of Beaver Hollow, and West of Kearchoffer Flats, Harmony Grove, Julian - Rural areas west of Julian along Wynola Road, Pine Hills Road and Eagle Peak Road--Additionally the town is without power and water. La Jolla Reservation, Rancho San Diego, Birch Hill area near Palomar Mountain, Poway - Area of High Valley Rd and Crocker Rd, Cuyamaca - Just north of SR-79 and Eagle Peak in the Engineers Rd area.

San Bernardino County: Lake Arrowhead, Cedar Glen and all communities east of Crestline to Green Valley Lake and the Snow Valley Lake area. Residents were evacuated to the National Orange Show in San Bernardino, and the Victorville Fairgrounds in Victorville. Mountain Community Hospital has been advised to evacuate. 

Orange County: Four areas – Silverado Canyon, Modjeska Canyon, Live Oak Canyon, and Rancho Santa Margarita (north sector).  

Voluntary evacuations ordered for:

Black Mountain area NW of Santa Ysabel, including the La Jolla Indian, Reservation, Rincon Reservation, San Pascual Reservation and Bear Valley, La Costa - Carlsbad area S of Palomar Airport, Near Brown Field, Oceanside - Morrow Hills

San Bernardino County: The mandatory evacuation order for Crestline has been reduced to voluntary.

Evacuation orders have been lifted for:

Fallbrook - From the Riverside County border on the north, to the northern portion of Camp Pendleton in the south and including the community of Rainbow on the east, Camp Pendleton-Southeastern region of the base, Escondido, Valley Center, Paradise Hills, Rancho Pasqual, Del Mar Heights and Carmel Valley - West of Rancho Santa Fe Farms, east of I-5, and north of Highway 56, Scripps Ranch - South of Beeler Canyon Road, west of Sycamore, east of I-15 and north of MCAS Miramar, Poway: Areas West and North of Poway Drive; and South of Twin Peaks Road East of Community Road to Tierra Bonita Road on the north and Donard Drive on the south; west of Ipava Drive; west and north of Poway Drive, Solano Beach, Chula Vista, Rancho Bernardo - West of I-15, east of I-5, north of 56 to the city limits, Carlsbad Encinitas, Olivenhain, Rancho Penasquitos - North of SR-56 to Rancho Bernardo Rd, west of I-15 to east Rancho Santa Fe Farms, San Marcos, Tierra Bonita & Twin Peaks, Serra Mesa, and the San Onofre housing complex.

Medical Facility Evacuations:  Of the 1,586 patients evacuated from 26 facilities, 873 have been returned.

AGENCY REPORTS

A task force has been established in southern California to address the issue of fraud management during and immediately following a disaster that includes state, local and private sector representatives.
American Red Cross 
Nothing new to report.

Cal EPA 
Debris Management

· The Cal/EPA EOC is still in operation and will remain so for at least the rest of the next week.  
· A Regional MAC has been formed to manage debris removal issues.  Ted Rauh, CIWMB is the lead for Cal/EPA on this MAC.  This MAC will also address hazardous waste issues. Local county MACs have been formed in San Diego County, San Bernardino County, LA County and  Orange County.  These MACs include local jurisdictions with state representation.  
· The CIWMB will send a team to San Diego on Monday to meet with the County Debris MAC to discuss what the debris management plan will look like.  On Tuesday they will meet with the San Bernardino MAC to do the same.  

· On Monday Don Johnson will meet with OES and FEMA at the JFO to discuss coordination of debris removal with FEMA.  The primary purpose of this meeting is to reach agreement with them on what portion of the debris removal they will pay for. Next week CIWMB will begin the process to establish an office for the Regional Debris MAC in Southern California.   USEPA has indicated a willingness to work closely with us on the debris removal and a formal request for their support is being developed. Their support may help to meet some of our manpower needs. 
Air Quality

· Air quality has improved as a result of continued suppression activities and favorable weather conditions.  Yesterday’s alert levels have been downgraded, including those in the San Joaquin Valley where stronger onshore winds carried smoke well inland. Air quality forecasts; however indicate there will continue to be locations that reach Unhealthy for Sensitive Receptors in the San Diego and South Coast areas. 

· In San Diego County, the more affected areas have been in the North County and South County downwind of the Witch Creek and Harris fires.  As the week progressed, the repeated on-shore and off-shore patterns have broadened out the areas affected by the smoke.  Most of the high readings have occurred during the late night and early mornings when the conditions are very stagnant. Those adjacent to a fire are naturally affected by the specific conditions of the smoke plume.  The more persistent readings are reported in the north.  As long as winds remain changeable, general visibility, i.e., at what distance one can make out objects, is a useful means of avoiding unhealthy areas.  

· The air quality message is based on the Air Quality Index, a metric used daily by the San Diego, South Coast, and San Joaquin Valley air basins.  It incorporates data from monitors in the field and converts those readings into easily understood, health-based descriptors, such as Good, Moderate, Unhealthy for Sensitive Receptors, Unhealthy (for all), Very Unhealthy, and Hazardous.  During the week, the AQI has been in the Unhealthy range and Very Unhealthy levels late at night and in early mornings during stagnant conditions. 

· The county health departments in San Diego and the South Coast work closely with their air district partners and supplement the AQI descriptors with information of symptoms to look out for, activities that should be avoided, and actions people can take to protect themselves. Those are now including ways to handle ash cleanup. Both the air districts and health departments promote their advisories on their web pages, and through regular media outlets (TV and newspapers for the AQI), and their media centers and via individual interviews at the EOCs. 

· The ARB, with the assistance of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, the San Diego County Office of Education, and Supervisor Ron Robert’s office, installed five additional real time air monitors in the county to develop a better picture of air quality in populated areas close to the fires.  The five sites included three school district areas (Spring Valley, Poway, and Oceanside).  The other two sites were in Chula Vista and at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. The SDAPCD regularly operate four real time monitors for routine AQI purposes. 

The following websites have specific air quality information:

US EPA (California Air Quality Data):

http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=airnow.fcsummary

California Air Resources Board:

http://www.arb.ca.gov/html/aqi.htm

San Diego County Air Pollution Control District:

http://www.sdapcd.org/air/maps/today.html

South Coast Air Quality Management District

http://www.aqmd.gov/
California Conservation Corps 

No report at this time.

California Highway Patrol 
Los Angeles County:
The Southern Division EOC has been deactivated. 

San Diego/Orange Counties:

The Border Division EOC will remain fully active until 1900 hours, at which time it will close until 0500 hours on 10/28/07.  On 10/28/07 at 0500 hours, the Border Division EOC will reopen on a limited activation status.  Evacuations continue and there are currently 12 road closures still in effect.  All affected CHP personnel continue to be on Tactical Alert and assigned to 12-hour shifts.  Victor Company (62 Uniformed personnel) has returned to Valley Division.  There are no further companies deployed.  Currently has 89 uniformed personnel assigned to traffic control, emergency services and general law enforcement.  

San Bernardino County:

Inland Division EOC remains fully activated.  There are 13 active road closures.  All affected CHP personnel continue to be on Tactical Alert and assigned to 12-hour shifts. Currently has 218 uniformed personnel assigned to traffic control, emergency services and general law enforcement.  Air 81, Air 83 and H-82 remain available.  

California National Guard 
Has not submitted an updated report as of 1830 hours on 10/27/07

Department of Insurance 
Has not submitted an updated report as of 1830 hours on 10/27/07

Department of Transportation 
· CalTrans has mobilized Maintance crews, materials, and equipment from Districts 5 (San Luis Obispo), D-6 (Fresno), D-10 (Stockton).  CT Crews will start replacing burned guard railing on the impacted highways.  District 11 (San Diego) office is open for all employees.   D 11 has 3 emergency contracts approved for guard railing and sign replacement, local contractors starting work this weekend.  District 12 (Orange county) has no road closures.  For more closure information go to http://www.dot.ca.gov/fireclosures.php 
· Caltrans' Division of Equipment is offering safety inspections, service and repairs for fire equipment as they are demobilized.  Several equipment shops are located near the impacted areas.  Contact Rob Anderson at (858) 344-1365 for locations.
California Department of Food and Agriculture 
Has not submitted an updated report as of 1830 hours on 10/27/07.
California Volunteers

The Disaster Volunteer Coordinator position reports there are 1,611 CERT and MRC volunteers affiliated with 23 programs that have volunteers available to assist if needed. 60 CERT and 10 MRC programs were contacted and 20 programs have reported use of CERT and MRC volunteers.  Within those programs, 620 CERT and MRC volunteers are or have been active in the response.  Volunteer Centers report registering 8,498 volunteers and deploying 1,015 volunteers.  The Red Cross reports using 1,432 volunteers over the last 24 hours, and 4,363 to date.    The preceding figures are not available by county.  There have been no requests for volunteer resources from the Operational Areas at the REOC.   AmeriCorps*NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps) indicates that their next class of 3-5 teams (10-12 people per team) will graduate in late November and will be available for an initial deployment of 4-6 weeks or longer if the need exists.
Department of General Services 

Has not submitted an updated report as of 1830 hours on 10/27/07

State OES 
OES has 90 open mission requests, in addition to requests for federal assistance and for emergency management assistance compact national requests.  
The Donations Management Unit (DMU) is working with the AidMatrix Network to activate its in-kind product donations website for use by the non-profit organizations serving the locally affected communities.  DMU has started transferring records from the RIMS donations database to that web application.  The JFO reports that it is working to stand up AidMatrix and coordinating with the FEMA Donations Management Unit.  The JFO is also working with DGS to set up 2 warehouses for donated goods, which should be ready by Monday or Tuesday.  The Donations Call Center has received 671 calls as of 10/27/07.  Of these calls, 141 were donations of small goods and services and 15 were volunteers.
Parks and Recreation 

Has not submitted an updated report as of 1830 hours on 10/27/07

California Department of Public Health and Emergency Medical Services Authority (CDPH, EMSA) 
Cal MAT teams demobilized at 0900, DMAT to take over responsibility. 
2 DMATs are divided into 4 strike teams to perform shelter assessments (Ramona Community Center, Rancho San Diego, Fallbrook Comm. Center, Del Mar Fairgrounds)as tasked by the state. Indian Health Services trying to transition residents back to care facilities and has asked for 8 nurses and 8 physicians to begin on Monday through the week. This is in anticipation of future health needs and will be for four sites: Pechanga, Rincon, San Pasqual, and Palau. Anticipate to use DMAT teams for this response.
San Diego County: 12 distinct water systems, 2 out of service (Ramona and Rainbow). 
· CDPH issued a press release and informational materials, advising Californians to take health precautions related to poor air quality. CDPH has also posted information on CAHAN related to air quality.

· CDPH Licensing and Certification and DHCS are identifying vacant SNF beds in Orange, San Diego, and Riverside Counties and working with San Diego County to place patients evacuated from San Diego SNFs in vacant beds.  Starting October 24, 2007, Licensing and Certification is evaluating healthcare facilities for reentry.

· Two CAHAN health alert messages were issued to local health departments

· Dr. Mark Horton, along with Dr. Kevin Reilly and Dr. Cesar Aristeiguieta and Dan Smiley from EMSA, were deployed to San Diego on October 22 and 23 to assess status on the ground.

· CDPH shipped supplies and equipment for 2,000 alternate care site beds to San Diego where they are stored at the Del Mar Racetrack. 

· The Division of Drinking Water and Environmental Management has organized teams that are assessing drinking water systems in areas affected by fires. 
· DHCS’ Indian Health Program is gathering information on the status of American Indian clinics in affected areas.

Facilities: 

· Healthcare facilities: Of the 26 evacuated facilities, all bur four have been approved to reopen. 
· Drinking Water Systems: County and state staff have assessed all accessible drinking water systems in fire affected areas in San Bernardino, San Diego and Los Angeles Counties.  The remaining systems, which are in areas still under evacuation order, will be assessed tomorrow if they can be reached.  Clearance of drinking water systems to full service includes conducting two laboratory analyses of water samples for bacterial content so most of the assessed systems are currently under Boil Water orders.  Boil Water orders are in effect for 17 systems in San Diego County and one in San Bernardino County.  The Ramona Water System is not for drinking.

Federal agencies are coordinating efforts at the State Operations Center (SOC) in support of the event.  There are currently Department of Defense resources from the Navy, Marine Corps, Army and Air Force.  This includes an estimated 471 military personnel operating on site and staffing coordination teams.

STATE RESOURCES COMMITTED

OES 


105 OES engines 


12 OES Water Tenders 


3 OES Support Unit 


16 OES Chief Officers 


1 OES Mechanic 


850 Local Government Engines 


25 Local Government Water Tenders 

MEDICAL


Additional supplies and equipment for 2,000 medical beds. 


Dr. Mark Horton, along with Dr. Kevin Reilly and Dr. Cesar Aristeiguieta and Dan Smiley from EMSA, were deployed to San Diego on October 22 and 23 to assess status on the ground.

CAL FIRE 


163 Crews


426 Engines


36 Dozers


7 Helicopters


20 Air Tankers


2 Mobile Communications Centers


2 Mobile Kitchen Units


518 Overhead


5261 Total Personnel

California National Guard (No Change as of 10/27/07  1830  hours)

2,400 Citizen-Soldiers and State Military Reserve members 


6 C-130s All are fitted w/ Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS) 


1 Firehawks 


4 UH-60 Blackhawks 


1 CH-47 Chinooks 


3 Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Trucks 1 C130J 

TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS

· FEMA representatives and contractors continue providing assistance to Tribal members for emergency relief at the Pechanga Resort and Casino.

· An assessment team comprised of the Corp of Engineers, IHS OEH and FEMA are responding to the La Jolla, Santa Ysabel and Mesa Grande reservations today. The needs of the Tribal communities are known to the assessment team. The team is in constant contact with Tribal leadership to determine additional needs.
· At the request of the San Diego County Sheriff, the deployment of BIA Law Enforcement has been downsized.

· Coverage for reservation security remains to be determined. 

· The California State Operations Center (SOC) continues to facilitated requests for assistance to Tribal communities the San Diego area. Representatives from various agencies at the SOC worked to fill the requests. The needs included generators, food, water and coordination of Red Cross services. All requests are addressed in a timely manner. Requests for Tribal assistance is beginning to transition to the Pasadena JFO via the FEMA Tribal Liaison and other federal agency field representatives. 
· A FEMA Tribal Liaison is in the field coordinating with Tribal Leadership on the needs of Tribal Communities.
· The CA-OES Tribal Liaison will arrive in Southern California on Monday October 29th. As the State counterpart of the Tribal Cadre all disaster related Tribal activities, reports and documentation will be a coordinated, collaborative effort.
San Diego County: 

Number of Tribes in San Diego County: 18

Number of Tribes with confirmed damage: 6
Structures Lost: Yes – 133 as of today

Number of Tribes with unconfirmed damage: 0
Number of Tribes with potential damages: 12

Injuries: Yes 

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: Ongoing assessment

Evacuations: Yes 

Riverside County: 

Number of Tribes in Riverside County: 12

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

San Bernardino County: 

Number of Tribes in San Bernardino County: 6

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

Santa Barbara County: 

Number of Tribes in Santa Barbara County: 1

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

UTILITY REPORTS

Current outage summary for San Diego service area is available at http://outages.sdge.com/publicOutageWeb/servlet/OutageMap

Currently approximately 6,700 customers are without power.  These are in the San Diego area.  San Diego Gas and Electric has service technicians going house-to house in order to restore gas service.  The Southwest Power Link has been restored since Wednesday and is no longer threatened by fire.

CUEA reports that, although Ramona has no drinking water, the water hook-ups are proceeding ahead of schedule and bottled water is available for the residents.  Livestock is being watered with water from the wells of neighboring properties.  
FIRE ACTIVITY 

(THE INFORMATION BELOW IS BASED ON THE 1800 HOUR 209 REPORTS)

Harris Incident CA-MVU-01427 San Diego County.   85,800 acres with 50% containment.  There have been 16 firefighter injuries.  188 residences destroyed, 250 damaged, 1,500 threatened.  1 commercial properties destroyed, 2 damaged and 222 outbuildings destroyed. 

Slide Incident. CA-BDF-10570  San Bernardino County. 13,800 acres with 25% contained reported.  201 residences and 3 outbuildings destroyed.  10,000 residences threatened.  

Poomacha Incident CA-MVU-10643 San Diego County.  45,000 acres with 45% containment.  136 homes and 19 outbuildings have been destroyed. 500 homes are threatened.  The communities of Valley Center, Rincon Hidden Meadows and Deer Springs are threatened. This fire has resulted in 18 firefighter injuries.

Santiago Incident CA-ORC-68555 Orange County.  27,630 acres with 40% containment.  Fire started at Santiago Canyon Road and Silverado Canyon Road in Irvine, Orange County.  16 homes and 8 outbuildings have been destroyed.  8 homes and 12 outbuildings damaged.  200 homes threatened.  This fire has resulted in 5 firefighter injuries.

Witch Incident CA-MVU-010432 San Diego County.  197,990 acres with 75% containment.  1,040 residences, and 414 outbuildings destroyed.  70 residences,  25 outbuildings damaged.  34 firefighters have been injured.   

Rice Incident CA-MVU-010502 San Diego County.  9,000 acres with 90% containment.  206 homes, 2 commercial & 40 outbuildings destroyed. This fire has resulted in 5 firefighter injuries.  

Valley Incident CA-BDF-10566  San Bernardino County.  1,140 acres with 95% contained.     162 homes destroyed, 20 damaged and 6,000 threatened.  

Ammo Incident. Pendleton CA-MCP-001111  San Diego County.  21,084 acres with 95% containment.  6 firefighter injuries.

Ranch Incident CA-ANF-4306 Los Angeles County.  58,401 acres with 97% containment.   1 home and 9 outbuildings destroyed and 2 damaged. 

FIRES CONTAINED 

Buckweed Incident - 38,356 acres 

Cajon Incident - 250 acres 

Canyon Incident - 4,500 acres 

Coronado Hills Fire - 300 acres

Grant – 1 acres

Magic Incident - 2824 acres 

Martin Incident -  75 acres

McCoy Incident - 300 acres   

Meadowridge Incident - 20 acres 

Nightsky – 35 acres

October – 100 acres

Roca Incident - 270 acres 

Rosa Incident - 411 acres 

Sedgewick Incident - 710 acres 
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