STATE OPERATIONS CENTER SITUATION REPORT

SOCAL OCTOBER 2007 WILD LAND FIRES

October 30, 2007; 2000 Hours
WEATHER 

Cooler weather is expected for Tuesday and Wednesday with periods of gusty west winds in the mountains and deserts of extreme Southwestern California including Orange, San Diego, Western Riverside and Southwestern San Bernardino Counties through Wednesday. High pressure will begin to build over the Pacific Northwest on Thursday and then over the Northern Great Basin Friday. Weak to locally moderate Santa Ana winds are possible Friday and Saturday. Peak winds are forecasted from 25-35 mph with gusts to 40-45 mph in the windiest spots. Wind advisories may be required; however, the support for a wind event the magnitude of what occurred 8 days ago is not indicated. 

PRIMARY ISSUES

Staffing of essential facilities

Based on the forecasted winds in southern California this weekend, the SOC will remain activated through next Tuesday (11/6).  Under a Memorandum dated October 29, 2007 to Agency Secretaries, OES has requested the assistance of state agencies to continue staffing of the REOC, SOC, JFO, and LACs to represent OES and the Administration in key roles for response and recovery.
To assist with staffing needs, the Emergency Management Mutual Aid (EMMA) program, which includes local government support, has been implemented.  Currently, there are three active local to state EMMA requests.  All three are Local to State requests.  The Mission Requests are:

Mission #
Agency
Destination

2007-OES4101
Sutter County

State Operations Center

2007-OES4111
Stanislaus County
State Operations Center

2007-OES4112
Yolo County
Southern REOC (Los Alamitos)

Mission # 2007-OES4111 is to provide continuing EMMA coordination through the weekend.  Mission #2007-OES4101 is currently on-scene; and Mission # 2007-OES4112 is enroute.  Last week there were seven (7) EMMA requests, all were Local to Local for San Diego County EOC coordinated through Southern REOC.
Dulzura and Ramona, San Diego County

The Ramona Boil Water Order has been lifted; the water system is now potable for drinking, showering, etc.

A Field Assessment Team, comprised of state and local agencies, visited the communities of Dulzura and Ramona.  Current needs include water, food, electricity and medical.  State OES has coordinated the delivery of potable water and will continue to do so.  SDG&E is addressing the electrical power issue.  American Red Cross is providing food.  A medical strike team has been requested to address identified stress and medication issues in the area.  The State will continue to provide assistance, and identify and address any future needs.
GUBERNATORIAL AND PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS

Local Proclamations:  Ventura County, San Diego County, Orange County, City of Irvine, Orange County, Los Angeles County, City of Banning, and the City of San Jacinto.

Director’s Concurrence for Wind Damage under the California Disaster Assistance Act For Riverside County:  The County of Riverside proclaimed a local emergency on October 23, 2007 due to wind damage and requested an amendment to the State of Emergency Proclamation and Presidential Declaration to include significant wind damage.  Based upon the Initial Damage Estimate information provided by the County, the Director of the Office of Emergency Services granted a Director’s Concurrence on October 29, 2007, to provide reimbursement for eligible permanent work, resulting from the wind event.
Governor’s Proclamation:  Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura due to wildfires. 

Governor's Executive Order:  On October 26, 2007, Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive Order S-13-07 which took several actions to assist in the recovery from the disaster.  For complete details of the Executive Order, please see the following website:  http://gov.ca.gov/executive-order/7927/
Presidential Declaration:  Issued 10/24/07 (FEMA -1731-DR).  This Declaration authorizes Individual Assistance, Public Assistance, and Hazard Mitigation Grants for the declared counties.   The Public Assistance program is presently limited to debris removal and emergency protective measures.  Reimbursement for the repair or replacement of damaged public facilities is not authorized; this authorization will depend on the results of the initial damage assessments. 

UTILITY REPORTS (Last updated on 10/29/07) 

All Central Office Telephone Switching Centers are fully operational for Dulzura, Tecate, Portero, Campo, Deer Horn Valley and Lake Moreno and the backbone network is running, additional support provided.

Communications
· Sprint Network Disaster Recovery Manager is addressing the Southern San Diego issues on OES NEXTEL service.  AT&T has:

· 6 phones on a trailer at the Dulzura Central Office, free local and 1+ domestic dialing service 

· Distributed 2000 free calling cards to residences

· 1,000+ free GO phones distributed, with 90 minutes of air time

· Setting up a AT&T Mobility Cell site at Barrettes Junction Cafe for the Tent City, operational Wednesday afternoon
Water
· Assessments have been conducted of all drinking water systems in fire affected areas. Clearance of drinking water systems to full service includes conducting two laboratory analyses of water samples for bacterial content so most of the assessed systems are currently under Boil Water orders.  Several communities within San Diego, San Bernardino County and Los Angeles County are under Boil Water Orders.    

AIR QUALITY ISSUES  (For additional information, see website links on the OES Homepage (www.oes.ca.gov)
Air Quality Information

The reported air quality Tuesday (10/30/07) through the early afternoon was in the ‘good’ to ‘moderate’ category.  Smoke levels typically increase in the evening hours as the winds decrease.  This creates the possibility of levels reaching levels ‘unhealthy for sensitive groups.’ However, as long as the current weather pattern remains in place, air quality will show improvement. If off shore winds reappear later this week before the fires are out, residual smoke could again move west into populated areas. During the fall, with cooler temperatures and lighter winds, particulate levels typically increase. Fire related impacts on air quality may soon give way to the effects of seasonal air quality. 

Air quality reports will be issued by the ARB twice a day until the smoke has cleared the area.  

Fire Activity Summary

The MACS level is 3 for Southern California.  Incidents are listed in the MACS Ranking Order as of the last MACS decision process. There are 5 active fires in Southern California. The priority for fighting fires is: Santiago, Poomacha, Witch, Slide, and Harris.  
Cumulative totals for active fires:

Fatalities: 7   

Reported Injuries:  128
Total Acres Burned to Date:  517,450 (remains the same as morning sit rep)
Structures Destroyed:  3,097
Structures Threatened:  4,650
Structures Damaged:  509
Fire Resources Committed for active fires:


710 Engines 


134 Water Tenders


 Hand crews


 Dozers


9,702 personnel

Santiago Incident CA-ORC-68555 Orange County.  28,445 acres with 80% containment.  There have been 10 firefighter injuries.  15 Residences and 9 Outbuildings/Other have been destroyed.  8 Residences & 12 Outbuildings/Other damaged.  12 hour threat zone to the communities of Silverado.

Poomacha Incident CA-MVU-10643 San Diego County.  49,540 acres with 70% containment.  There have been 21 firefighter injuries.  143 Residences and 78 Outbuildings/Others have been destroyed. 4 Residences and 12 Outbuildings/Other damaged.  500 homes are threatened in the communities of Mt. Palomar, Palomar Observatory, Crosley Homestead. 

Witch Incident CA-MVU-010432 San Diego County.  197,990 acres with 99% containment.  There have been 40 firefighters injuries.  1121 Residences and 493 Outbuildings/Other destroyed.  76 Residences and 25 Outbuildings/Other damaged.

Slide Incident CA-BDF-10570  San Bernardino County. 12,759 acres with 97% contained.  There have been 8 firefighters injuries.  272 Residences destroyed, 1,000 threatened, and  43 residences damaged.  12 hour threat to Crab Flats, Running Springs, Smiley Park, and Green Valley, and Arrowbear Lake.   

Harris Incident CA-MVU-010427 San Diego County.   90,440 acres with 95% containment.  There have been 32 firefighter injuries.  211 Residences and 262 Outbuildings/Other destroyed.  250 Residences, 4 Commercial Property and 5 Outbuilding/Other damaged.  Most all the threats have been abated. 

FIRES CONTAINED 

Ammo – 21,084 acres

Buckweed Incident - 38,356 acres 

Cajon Incident - 250 acres 

Canyon Incident - 4,500 acres 

Coronado Hills Fire - 300 acres

Grant – 1 acre

Grass Valley – 1247 acres

Magic Incident - 2824 acres 

Martin Incident -  75 acres

McCoy Incident - 300 acres   

Meadowridge Incident - 20 acres 

Nightsky – 35 acres

October – 100 acres

Ranch – 58,401 acres

Rice – 9,000 acres

Roca Incident - 270 acres 

Rosa Incident - 411 acres 

Sedgewick Incident - 710 acres 

Valley – 1,140 acres

Missions

OES has assigned 94 missions to state agencies, in addition to requests for federal assistance and for emergency management assistance compact national requests.  

Shelter Status


 COB 10/30/07


COB 10/29/07

ARC and Partners: 

   269 people in 10 shelters

   389 people in 11 shelters

Other shelters:


1,208 people in 19 shelters

1,678 people in 18 shelters

TOTAL SHELTERED:  
1,477




1,629

Essential Facilities Activated


Operational Area Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs):  San Bernardino remains activated at level 1 overnight with minimal staffing; San Diego operating day shift only as of October 28, 2007.


Southern Regional Emergency Operations Center (SREOC):  Continued staffing expected through next Tuesday.

State Operations Center (SOC):  

Joint Field Office (reports issued at 1200 and 2400): Opened 10/24/07 at 75 N. Fair Oaks, Pasadena   Main Phone: (626) 431-3000

Local Assistance Centers (LACs):  

Nine Local Assistance Centers are currently open and as of close of business, October 29, 2007, 8 of the 9 LACs reported 12,748 service visits.  The remaining LAC will provide it’s number of service visits for 10/29/07 as soon as they become available.  FEMA mobile disaster recovery centers are being deployed from Texas.  These mobile units are being used to augment the LACs and deployed based upon county need.  The estimated arrival time is today, 10/30/07.  

The specific LAC locations and hours of operation can be found at the following website: http://www.oes.ca.gov/Operational/OESHome.nsf/ALL/025B99508F36CBF58825737F00052385?OpenDocument

Individual Assistance Program  

FEMA Tele-registrations has increased from 8,275 to 10,120 as of COB 10/29/07.

EVACUATIONS

Evacuation orders have been lifted for:

San Diego County: 

· Fallbrook - From the Riverside County border on the north, to the northern portion of Camp Pendleton in the south and including the community of Rainbow on the east.

· Escondido

· Valley Center

· Paradise Hills

· Rancho Pasqual

· Del Mar Heights and Carmel Valley - West of Rancho Santa Fe Farms, east of I-5, and north of Highway 56.

· Scripps Ranch - South of Beeler Canyon Road, west of Sycamore, east of I-15 and north of MCAS Miramar

· Poway: Areas West and North of Poway Drive; and South of Twin Peaks Road East of Community Road to Tierra Bonita Road on the north and Donard Drive on the south; west of Ipava Drive; west and north of Poway Drive.

· Solano Beach

· Chula Vista

· Rancho Bernardo - West of I-15, east of I-5, north of 56 to the city limits.

· Carlsbad

· Encinitas - Olivenhain

· Rancho Penasquitos - North of SR-56 to Rancho Bernardo Rd, west of I-15 to east Rancho Santa Fe Farms.

· San Marcos

· Tierra Bonita & Twin Peaks

· Camp Pendleton - Southeastern region of the base, Serra Mesa, San Onofre housing complex.

Orange County: Evacuation orders remain in effect for the following areas: Canyon areas off Santiago Canyon Rd. between Silverado Canyon Rd. and Live Oak Canyon Rd., including the Santiago Estates area and Jackson Ranch Rd.; Areas along Live Oak Canyon Rd. through the Trabuco Canyon area, including O'Neill Regional Park to Trabuco Creek Rd. 

San Bernardino County: There are current evacuation orders in limited areas.
DONATIONS:

Donations Hotline number is 1-800-750-2858 and is open from 0800 to 2000 hours.  This line is dedicated for large businesses to donate bulk goods and services.  Since operations began on 10/23/07, the hotline has received 875 calls and inquiries as of close of business 10/30/07. Numerous bulk donations have been captured in the Resource Information Management System (RIMS) which are being matched to Care and Shelter and other needs.  
AGENCY REPORTS

Federal agencies coordinating efforts at the State Operations Center (SOC) include Department of Defense resources from the Navy, Marine Corps, Army and Air Force; FEMA and US Department of Health. 

American Red Cross

For updated information, please see the following website:  www.sdarc.org. 

California Conservation Corp (CCC)
CCC continues to provide support to Cal Fire and the USFS on the Witch, Slide, Santiago, Rice, Poomacha, Harris and Grass Valley fires.  CCC currently has the following resources committed to fire support:

· 36 support crews (470 crew members), 
· 1 type II fire crew
· 41 staff personnel 
CCC is also providing 3 support crews to FEMA to work at the large staging area at the Chino airport. CCC crews are working in the San Bernardino, Orange and San Diego Counties.   

 
CalFIRE
CalFIRE has the following resources assigned to major emergency incidents:

· Engines 

· Crews

· Dozers

· Helicopters

· Air Tankers

· Mobile Communications Centers (MCC)

· Mobile Kitchen Units (MKU)

· Overhead

· Total Personnel

California Department of Food and Agriculture

· A CDFA veterinarian and two USDA veterinarians are actively engaged with the Assessment Teams based at the Dulzura ICP on Mission Request 2007-OES4090.  A San Diego County veterinarian is reportedly also engaged in Dulzura.

· A CDFA Investigator is participating at the ICP with the distribution of hay resources.

Critical Issues
· Continue provision of adequate water and animal feed resources to identified areas of need. 

· Potential rendering issues (more information will be forthcoming later in the afternoon).

Resources Assigned
· SOC (1 staff A Shift – Duty Officer Status B Shift)

· Southern REOC (1 staff)

· Shelter Assessment Teams (2 USDA staff)

· Water/Ag Issues Team (2 staff)

· San Diego EOC (1 staff)

· CDFA DOC (6 staff)    

California Department of Transportation

Caltrans forces are continuing to make progress repairing damage highway elements in Los Angeles, San Bernardino/Riverside, Orange and San Diego Counties.  Additional Caltrans resources from unaffected areas continue to be mobilized to deploy to each area secured by fire fighting units. Caltrans has also directed contractors to the effected/damaged areas, the contractors have deployed and started repairs. In an effort to supplement the available work force, Caltrans has directed specialized contractors to postpone work on non-emergency transportation projects and focus on the Departments damage repair/emergency opening activities. 

Los Angeles Co.:        All State Highways are open.

Orange County:          All State highways are open.

Riverside Co:             All State Highways are open.

San Bernardino Co:    SR-330 & SR-18 closed for fire suppression and utility restoration/repairs.

San Diego Co.:            Closures are in place for SR-76, SR-78 and SR-94. Repair/emergency

openings continue with fire suppression activities.
California Highway Patrol

· 250 officers were deployed from Northern and Central California to provide general law enforcement duties and traffic control in Southern California.  A fixed-wing aircraft with downlink capabilities was also deployed to the fire areas to help with response coordination.  As the situation has improved, the officers have steadily returned from Southern California and now there are no more officers from Northern and Central California down there.
· CHP partnered with allied law enforcement agencies to plan and implement evacuation routes.  CHP officers are providing traffic control at dozens of road closures in the various fire areas.  In addition, CHP officers are providing security and assistance at many of the evacuation centers.
· CHP escorted 14 vehicles with medical supplies to Qualcomm Park in San Diego.  They have also escorted truck loads of MREs (Meals Ready to Eat) from Tracy, CA to March Air Force Base for future deployment to the fire areas as needed.  CHP, Caltrans, and Department of Agriculture are working together to ensure milk tankers are getting to milk processing plants in a timely manner.

California Department of Motor Vehicles


All DMV Field Offices in the Southern California region are open. All services are being offered with no problems reported.


DMV continues to staff the nine Local Assistance Centers (LACs), assisting fire victims in obtaining duplicate drivers licenses and auto registrations.   Four of the LACs are staffed with DMV investigators who are acting as runners from the LACs to the field offices.


The DMV Emergency Operations Center is currently operating at Level 2 with reduced staffing levels.

California National Guard  


Two UH-60 rotary aircraft deployed in SoCal for firefighting efforts are still assigned to the mission.


Texas Air National Guard RC-26A continues to perform aerial reconnaissance photography missions of wildfires until 31 Oct 07. 


Six Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS) equipped aircraft are currently engaged in fire suppression.


Deployed approximately 2500 military personnel who are performing missions in the following areas:  Del Mar, Fallbrook, Poway, Ramona, Valley Center, Escondido, Harris, Rancho Santa Fe, Carmel Valley, Riverside, Pasadena and March Air Reserve Base.


CNG SMR liaison officers are performing liaison duties in various headquarters/centers throughout Southern California, duty schedules are being revised to meet current requirements.


CNG setup a 150 bed tent city for law enforcement personnel deployed within San Diego County.


It’s anticipated that the two remaining rotary aircraft will be released within the next 48 hours.

California Volunteers (Last updated 10/29/07)
· Currently, there are no requests for volunteer resources either to the REOC or to the SOC.  Local volunteer resources have been sufficient to meet local needs.  

· To date, 639 CERT and MRC volunteers are active in the response in the following jurisdictions: Los Angeles, San Diego, Orange County, Riverside, and San Bernardino. These teams have assisted with evacuation, shelter operations, traffic control, donations management and animal sheltering. 

· Volunteer Centers of California reports that 9,750 volunteers have been registered and 1,750 have been deployed through local volunteer centers. 

· California Volunteers will demobilize from the SOC and go to Duty Officer status.  The Duty Officer phone number is (916) 204-9802.

California Department of Parks and Recreations
California State Parks are currently demobilizing emergency response phase for activities and personnel and are moving into the recovery stage which includes temporary care and shelter of emergency evacuees. Total number of evacuees in California State Parks for 10/30/07 is 95.

California State Parks has deployed approximately 47 persons including maintenance, resource specialists, and rangers to fire events and evacuee management to aid in the clean-up efforts Rangers have been de-mobilized. Fire crews have been de-mobilized. Maintenance staff who were deployed to the coastal units have been de-mobilized.  Equipment crews are deploying to Palomar SP to begin the clean-up and recovery process.  Reports indicate that the two parks most impacted by the fire, both in San Diego County, are San Pasquel Battlefield State Historic Parkand Palomar State Park.  All State Parks with the exception of San Pasquel, Palomar, Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, Chino Hills, San  Jacinto and Wildwood are open and resuming normal activities, with  some areas of the parks closed internally for debris  removal.  

 
California Department of Public Health, Emergency Medical Services Authority and Department of Social Services (CDPH, EMSA, DSS) 

· ARF issued for a DMAT Strike Team to provide medical aid staffing at the Dulzura Community Center and Ramona LAC.  The Strike Team DMAT at Delmar Fairgrounds ended their 24-hour coverage at Midnight on 10/30.  4 Strike Teams started providing medical assessment and support at 4 Indian Health Clinics.  

· Licensing & Certification is evaluating Fallbrook Hospital today (10/30) and will make recommendations to San Diego County Health who will then decide when the hospital will be open for repopulation.  

· Fallbrook Skilled Nursing Facility will be evaluated on 11/1 for repatriation. In the meantime, the patients evacuated from this facility have been relocated to four different facilities:  Corona Care Center, Corona Medical, La Paloma and Pleasant Care Vista.   
· Yuima Municipal Water District (MWD) and Improvement District “A” (IDA) is under a Boil Water Order.  A team is in the field performing an assessment of systems to return to service.  Smiley Park Water System had its Boil Water Order lifted on 10/29 and has returned to normal service. 
 
The following Boil Water Orders have been lifted:

o
Yuima MWD 500 

o
Yuima IDA 996 

o
San Bernardino Smiley Park Water System 


There are currently 20 small water systems (under 200 service connections) in San Diego County that remain under BWO's. 


Mountain Community Hospital (Arrowhead area) has successfully re-populated the hospital.


L&C and OSHPD cleared Fallbrook Hospital to re-open, and the hospital will be opened at 0700 hours on October 31, 2007.  Details on transporting patients are currently being addressed.

TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS (last updated 10/29/07)
La Jolla Tribe’s request for generators and water was filled.  They have subsequently requested generators for homes and more water.  

Mesa Grande Tribe requested canned food, but request is pending because the tribe may not have the “cost share”.


FEMA representatives and contractors continue providing assistance to Tribal members for emergency relief at the Pechanga Resort and Casino and the Soboba Reservation.


It is anticipated a mobile Disaster Relief Center (DRC) will be in place and operational at the Rincon Reservation Monday, October 29th. 


FEMA has convened a Tribal Task Force to support the Tribes with their emergency requests. The initial task force meeting took place today. 


An assessment team comprised of the Corp of Engineers, Federal Indian Health Services (IHS), OEH and FEMA are assisting the Tribal communities affected by the fires. The team is in constant contact with Tribal leadership to determine additional needs.


There are confirmed reports of looting on the Mesa Grande Reservation. There are unconfirmed reports of looting on the La Jolla Reservation.  


The San Diego County Sheriff advised no support was needed to provide security for the reservations. 


Deployment of BIA Law Enforcement was abandoned. 


The BIA continues to coordinate efforts with the San Diego County Sheriff in an effort to provide reservation security. 

· IHS is coordinating with other organizations to provide medical services and medicines to displaced tribal members and those tribal members located in areas where services are temporarily interrupted.

Tribal Disaster Assistance Coordination Meeting


October 30, 2007, 2:00 pm, Rincon Reservation -Tribal Hall, 1W. Tribal Road, Valley Center, CA 


The meeting is being coordinated with BIA, IHS and FEMA.

The purpose of the meeting is to identify the needs of Tribal communities affected by the SoCal fires and offer information on available resources and services. 


It is anticipated the meeting will have high level representation from all levels of government and attendance will be of maximum proportion. 

San Diego County: 

Number of Tribes in San Diego County: 18

Number of Tribes with confirmed damage: 6

Structures Lost: Yes – 133 as of today

Number of Tribes with unconfirmed damage: 0

Number of Tribes with potential damages: 12

Injuries: Yes 

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: Ongoing assessment

Evacuations: Yes 

Riverside County: 

Number of Tribes in Riverside County: 12

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

San Bernardino County: 

Number of Tribes in San Bernardino County: 6

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

Santa Barbara County: 

Number of Tribes in Santa Barbara County: 1

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

RECOVERY EFFORTS


San Diego County has developed a comprehensive response website for residents at www.sdcountyrecovery.com. 

L.A. County Assessor offers fire damage tax relief.  See their website at:  http://lacounty.gov/cms1_077154.pdf.

The San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office will release information on damaged and destroyed homes the moment it becomes available and is verified. Residents may access the assessor’s site directly at www.sbassessor.org or by visiting the county Web site at www.sbcounty.gov and following the Disaster Information links to access the information. Counselors are answering phones at the San Bernardino County 211 Disaster Information Hotline in case people need support upon learning the news.  

Erosion (Watershed Protection) MASG Policy Group Meeting/Conference Call Summary 10/29/07 (1100 hrs):  A concept of operations for the overall effort is being developed; a draft document should be available for review by all parties tomorrow.  It will be a comprehensive approach to addressing post-fire flooding, erosion, and debris flow concerns.  The general structure of the effort will include a policy group to provide overall direction, a core group of agency liaisons to direct the project planning and implementation, and field resources (including joint assessment teams, such as BAER).  Identification of a facility to support the effort is in process.  Next steps will include identification of agency authorities applicable to this effort.  Cal FIRE and USFS are currently doing advance planning for coordination of field assessment teams; they are operating out of the San Bernardino National Forest offices.  There will be a meeting (via conference call) of the agency liaisons group tomorrow and of the policy group on Wednesday.  Lead for the State in this effort is the Resources Agency and at this time FEMA is taking the coordination lead for Federal agencies.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Debris Management and HazMat MAC:

On 10/30, CalEPA provided the following summary of the conference call held on 10/29/07:  California Integrated Waste Management Branch (CIWMB) staff met Monday with key city and county officials in San Bernardino and San Diego to facilitate debris removal planning. CIWMB staff also met with waste industry representatives and report that authorizations needed to allow for waste acceptance at standard facilities in the affected areas are proceeding.

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) reported that they have nine (9) field staff available to assist local jurisdictions with hazmat removal coordination from affected properties. In addition, nine (9) On-Scene Coordinators from US EPA Region 9 are also available for these activities. This assistance is available immediately to counties and cities. For more information, contact Adam Palmer (DTSC) at apalmer@dtsc.ca.gov.

CALIFORNIA RESOURCES AGENCY

Watershed Impacts/Debris Flow Concerns

· CalFire and the USForest Service continue to take the lead in Southern California for integrating the Federal and State watershed assessment efforts.  Teams have begun the process of  identifying hazard areas and  values at risk to those hazards in and adjacent to the fire impact areas of  the seven counties affected by the firestorm. A temporary Coordination Center has been established at the San Bernardino National Forest Supervisors Office in San Bernardino City.

· A Multi Agency Support Group (MASG) has being formed for this effort and will locate at the Coordination Center to provide the support necessary for the management of this effort.  It will utilize an Incident Command Structure (ICS) to manage the effort, and orders have been placed to fill key ICS positions.

· Department of Conservation's California Geologic Survey engineering geologists were in the field yesterday gathering information.

· CalFire, Department of Conservation and the US Forest Service continue to discuss priorities where on-site assessments are needed based on potential impacts from post-fire floods and slope failures.  Areas of potential impact consideration are: (a) Human Life and Safety; (b) Property, particularly structures, transportation infrastructure, utilities, and domestic water sources; and (c) Water Quality and Riparian Function.  Integration of these high-value sites with post-fire conditions that may affect hill slope and watershed stability will be used to set the priorities for field review and personnel needs.

· Department of Water Resources' Division of Flood Management is holding regular coordination conference calls with National Weather Service, CA Nevada River Forecast Service, USArmy Corp of Engineers, Governor's OES, US Geological Service, FEMA, and US Department of Homeland Security in order to coordinate and perform advance planning for potential mudslides, debris flows and flooding caused by precipitation in the burned watersheds.

· Secretary Chrisman participated in a meeting with San Diego city and county leaders to discuss lessons learned from the Angora Fire recovery effort earlier this year.

· The OES SOC has notified all California State Agency State Operations Center Representatives of the opportunity to request remote sensing data from the military.  The assets are capable of collecting Geographic Information Systems (GIS) reference data using Radar, LIDAR, Hyperspectral, Multi-spectra, Digital Elevation Models, and True Color.  The military assets collecting the data will only be available for a short time (a couple of days).  
BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY

Housing and Community Development (HCD)
Pursuant to the Governor's Executive Order, HCD has implemented fee waivers for Registration and Titling for mobile homes, manufactured homes, and commercial coaches for fire victims at this time.  Penalties for duplicate title and registration certificates as well as amending the title records for manufactured homes to reflect the homes as salvage are also being waived.
 
California Travel and Tourism Commission (CTTC)
CTTC developed a Southern California Fire Recovery Plan and notified more than 14,000 industry contacts updating them on the situation in California.  The notification urged visitors to call ahead to confirm reservations, flight times, road conditions and hours of operation instead of canceling travel plans.  CTTC’s website-- visitcalifornia.com is the best/most current source of information and is updated twice daily – 9:00 am and 5:00 pm. for use by visitors.

Department of Managed Health Care

Emergency access to prescription medications

DMHC is working with the California Association of Health Plans to guarantee immediate refills of prescription medications to any enrollee in affected areas.  In addition, restrictions on refill limitations would be lifted for the time of the emergency declaration.  Many plans are already complying and the DMHC formally requested the same of plans that were not already doing so through a letter from Director Ehnes.  

Providing health care assistance to HMO enrollees

HMO Help Center staff is assisting HMO enrollees to find alternate medical services if their health care facility has been impacted by the fires.  An estimate on the number of calls received is yet available.

Potential HMO Help Center recorded telephone messages

The HMO Help Center has a voice response system that can be programmed to give enrollees instructions on where to go if their medical center or office is closed.  Other messages potentially could be recorded for use on large scale needs, such as evacuation instructions.  So far, this type of need has not been identified.

DMHC has identified 23 bilingual employees (some certified, some non-certified) that can assist if needed at Southern California Local Assistance Centers.  The list of languages these employees are fluent in includes Spanish, Tagalog, Hindi, Chinese, Korean, Farsi, Arabic, and American Sign Language
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