    STATE OPERATIONS CENTER SITUATION REPORT

SOCAL OCTOBER 2007 WILD LAND FIRES

October 30, 2007; 0700 Hours
GUBERNATORIAL AND PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS

Local Proclamations:  Ventura County, San Diego County, Orange County, City of Irvine, Orange County, Los Angeles County, City of Banning, and the City of San Jacinto, Riverside County has requested an amendment to the State of Emergency Proclamation and Presidential Declaration to include significant wind damage.  Riverside County is continuing to gather data to support their request to OES.
Director’s Concurrence for Wind Damage under the California Disaster Assistance Act For Riverside County:  The County of Riverside proclaimed a local emergency on October 23, 2007 due to wind damage.  Based upon the Initial Damage Estimate information provided by the County, the Director of the Office of Emergency Services granted a Director’s Concurrence which may provide reimbursement for eligible permanent work, as defined in Title 19 of the California Code of Regulations 2940.  
Governor’s Proclamation:  Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura due to wildfires. 

Governor's Executive Order:  On October 26, 2007, Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive Order S-13-07 which took several actions to assist in the recovery from the disaster.  For complete details of the Executive Order, please see the following website:  http://gov.ca.gov/executive-order/7927/

Presidential Declaration:  Issued 10/24/07 (FEMA -1731-DR).  The previous Emergency Declaration (EM 3279) issued on 10/23/07 and the eight Fire Management Assistance Grants are now included in this one Declaration.  This Declaration authorizes Individual Assistance, Public Assistance, and Hazard Mitigation Grants for the declared counties.   The Public Assistance program is presently limited to debris removal and emergency protective measures.  Reimbursement for the repair or replacement of damaged public facilities is not authorized; this authorization will depend on the results of the initial damage assessments. 
WEATHER: 

Cooler weather is expected for Tuesday and Wednesday with periods of gusty west winds in the mountains and deserts of extreme Southwestern California including Orange, San Diego, Western Riverside and Southwestern San Bernardino Counties through Wednesday. High pressure will begin to build over the Pacific Northwest on Thursday and then over the Northern Great Basin Friday. Weak to locally moderate Santa Ana winds are possible Friday and Saturday. Peak winds are forecast from 25-35 mph with gusts to 40-45 mph in the windiest spots. Wind advisories may be required however the support for a wind event the magnitude of what occurred 8 days ago is not there.  
UTILITY REPORTS: 

All Central Office Switching Centers are fully operational for Dulzura, Tecate, Portero, Campo, Deer Horn Valley and Lake Moreno and the backbone network is running, additional support provided.
Communications Status:
Sprint Network Disaster Recovery Manager is addressing the Southern San Diego issues on OES NEXTEL service.

AT&T has:

· 6 phones on a trailer at the Dulzura Central Office, free local and 1+ domestic dialing service 

· Distributed 2000 free calling cards to residences

· 1,000+ free GO phones distributed, with 90 minutes of air time

· 300 calling cards given to the Governor's staff Sunday

· Presently setting up a AT&T Mobility Cell site at Barrettes Junction Cafe for the Tent City, operational Wednesday afternoon; 

WATER SYSTEMS:

Drinking Water Systems: County and state staff has assessed all drinking water systems in fire affected areas. Clearance of drinking water systems to full service includes conducting two laboratory analyses of water samples for bacterial content so most of the assessed systems are currently under Boil Water orders.  Several communities within San Diego, San Bernardino County and Los Angeles County are under Boil Water Orders.    
Dulzura and Ramona, San Diego County

An assessment of the Ramona water system has been performed; however, a Do Not Drink Order remains in effect, awaiting laboratory results.  

State OES in coordination with San Diego County and other agencies have assembled a Field Assessment Team, which visited the communities of Dulzura and Ramona.  Current issues include needs for water, food and electricity.  OES has coordinated the delivery of potable water and will continue to do so.  Electrical Power is being address by SDGE, but it may be awhile before electricity is restored.  Food is being provided by the American Red Cross.
OES Southern Region has five Emergency Services Coordinators and one Manager on-site as of yesterday afternoon.  They will assist and identify needs in this area so that the Operational Area and the community groups can address these and other needs that might develop in the future.

The SOC B Shift forwarded a request for a medical strike team to address identified stress and medication issues in the area.  

AIR QUALITY:

San Diego:  The air quality forecast for Tuesday, October 30, is for more favorable conditions. Air quality levels will range from “moderate” to “unhealthy for sensitive groups” throughout the day.
South Coast:  Air quality remained “moderate” through early afternoon on 10/29/07 as predicted by SCAQMD.

San Joaquin Valley:  Southern and mid-valley areas reported particulate levels that were “unhealthy for sensitive groups” for most of Monday morning (Bakersfield, Corcoran, Visalia and Fresno). The north Valley reported “moderate” air quality. More data will be available Tuesday (10/30/07) concerning the continued impact of the fires on the Valley’s air quality. 

South Central Coast:  Reporting “good” to “moderate” air quality. Santa Maria had the worst air quality readings through early afternoon Monday (10/29/07), with levels close to unhealthy for sensitive groups. 

The Air Resources Board (ARB) will issue air quality reports twice daily until the smoke has cleared. More information can be found at www.calepa.ca.gov/Disaster/fire. Additional air quality data are available at www.airquality.org/smokeimpact, which links to all the local air districts.
The following websites have specific air quality information:

US EPA (California Air Quality Data):

http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=airnow.fcsummary

California Air Resources Board:

http://www.arb.ca.gov/html/aqi.htm

San Diego County Air Pollution Control District:

http://www.sdapcd.org/air/maps/today.html

South Coast Air Quality Management District

http://www.aqmd.gov/

Fire Activity Summary

There are 5 active fires in Southern California. The priority for fighting fires is: Santiago, Poomacha, Witch, Slide, Harris, and Grass Valley.  The MACS level has changed to level 3 effective 1300 hours, Sunday, October 28, 2007 for Southern California.  

Cumulative Totals for active fires:

Fatalities: 7   

Reported Injuries:  114
Total Acres Burned to Date:  380,421
Structures Destroyed:  2,608
Structures Threatened:  3,200
Structures Damaged:  456
Fire Resources Committed for active fires:


1,002 Engines 


154 Water Tenders


 Hand crews


 Dozers


11,178 personnel
Southern California CWCG PL 3 MACS Mode 3 as of 1300 hours, Sunday, 10-28-2007

Incidents are listed in the MACS Ranking Order as of the last MACS decision process

Santiago Incident CA-ORC-68555 Orange County.  28,445 acres with 75% containment.  There have been 10 firefighter injuries.  15 Residences and 9 Outbuildings/Other have been destroyed.  8 Residences & 12 Outbuildings/Other damaged.  12 hour threat zone to the communities of Silverado.

Poomacha Incident CA-MVU-10643 San Diego County.  49,540 acres with 70% containment.  There have been 21 firefighter injuries.  143 Residences and 77 Outbuildings/Others have been destroyed. 4 Residences and 12 Outbuildings/Other damaged.  500 homes are threatened in the communities of Mt. Palomar, Palomar Observatory, Crosley Homestead. 

Witch Incident CA-MVU-010432 San Diego County.  197,990 acres with 95% containment.  There have been 40 firefighters injures.  1040 Residences  and 414 Outbuildings/Other destroyed.  70 Residences and 25 Outbuildings/Other damaged.

Slide Incident CA-BDF-10570  San Bernardino County. 12,759 acres @ 95% contained.  There have been 8 firefighters injures.  272 Residences and 43 Outbuilding/Other destroyed, 2,500 threatened.  12 hour threat to Crab Flats, Running Springs, Smiley Park, and Green Valley, and Arrowbear Lake.   

Harris Incident CA-MVU-010427 San Diego County.   90,440 acres with 90% containment.  There have been 34 firefighter injuries.  206 Residences and 253 Outbuildings/Other destroyed.  250 Residences, 4 Commercial Property and 3 Outbuilding/Other damaged.  Most all the threats have been abated. 

Grass Valley Incident CA-BDF-10566  San Bernardino County.  Grass Valley 1,247 acres @ 100% contained.     There has been 1 firefighter injury.  174 Residences and 2 Outbuildings/Other destroyed, 25 damaged.  There are still 200 residences undamaged within the burn area that are threatened.  Residents may leave via highways, but will not be allowed back into these areas.  Last report

OSC-FEMA-Mobilization Camp.  CA-OSC-000096  San Bernardino County.  Chino Airport.  294 total personnel made up of 80 Overhead with 3 camp crews,  2 water-tenders, 1 dozer, 6 single resource engines, 3 engine strike teams and 3 Type-2 crews

PRADO Staging - CA-CSR-000100.  San Bernardino County.  Chino.  2 OES Engine Strike Teams, 2 OES Water-tenders
FIRES CONTAINED 

Ammo – 21,084 acres

Buckweed Incident - 38,356 acres 

Cajon Incident - 250 acres 

Canyon Incident - 4,500 acres 

Coronado Hills Fire - 300 acres

Grant – 1 acre
Grass Valley – 1247 acres

Magic Incident - 2824 acres 

Martin Incident -  75 acres

McCoy Incident - 300 acres   

Meadowridge Incident - 20 acres 

Nightsky – 35 acres

October – 100 acres

Ranch – 58,401 acres

Rice – 9,000 acres
Roca Incident - 270 acres 

Rosa Incident - 411 acres 

Sedgewick Incident - 710 acres 

Valley – 1,140 acres

Missions

OES has assigned 90 missions to state agencies, in addition to requests for federal assistance and for emergency management assistance compact national requests.  

Shelter Status


COB 10/30/07



COB 10/29/07
ARC and Partners: 

269 people in 10 shelters

389 people in 11 shelters
Other shelters:


1,209 people in 19 shelters

1,678 people in 18 shelters
TOTAL SHELTERED:  
2067




1,629

Essential Facilities Activated


Operational Area Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs):  San Bernardino remains activated at level 1 overnight with minimal staffing; San Diego operating day shift only as of October 28, 2007.

Southern Regional Emergency Operations Center (SREOC)


State Operations Center (SOC) 


Joint Field Office (reports issued at 1200 and 2400): Opened 10/24/07 at 75 N. Fair Oaks, Pasadena   Main Phone: (626) 431-3000

Local Assistance Centers (LACs):  

Nine Local Assistance Centers are currently open and as of close of business, October 28, 2007, reported 9,948 service visits.  FEMA mobile disaster recovery centers are being deployed from Texas.  These mobile units are being used to augment the LACs and deployed based upon county need.  The estimated arrival time is Tuesday, 10/30/07.  

The specific LAC locations and hours of operation can be found at the following website: http://www.oes.ca.gov/Operational/OESHome.nsf/ALL/025B99508F36CBF58825737F00052385?OpenDocument

Individual Assistance Program  

FEMA Tele-registrations has increased from 7,194 to 8,275 as of COB 10/29/07.
EVACUATIONS

San Diego County (per http://www.sdcountyemergency.com/evacuation_orders.html)

Time
Area
Order Status

10-27-07 4:08 p.m.
Witch Fire areas
Partial

10-27-07 1:15 p.m.
Mesa Grande 
Partial

10-27-07 1:10 p.m.
Fallbrook
Partial

10-26-07 4:12 p.m.
Fallbrook
Partial

10-26-07 3:17 p.m.
Bonita, Sunnyside, San Vicente
Partial

10-26-07 2:30 p.m.
Dehesa-Harbison Canyon
Partial

10-26-07 8:19 a.m.
Hwy 67 corridor
Partial

10-26-07 8:19 a.m.
Wildcat Canyon
Partial

10-26-07 8:09 a.m.
Valley Center
Partial

10-26-07 8:09 a.m.
Western Jamul
Partial

10-25-07 7:28 pm
Fallbrook
Partially lifted

San Diego County: 
Mandatory Evacuations orders are in place for Palomar Mountain area, La Jolla and Pauma Reservations and portions of the Pala Indian Reservation (Poomacha Fire). Mandatory Evacuation orders are in place for two streets in Fallbrook (Rice Fire).

San Bernardino County: 

Mandatory Evacuations for most Arrowhead communities have been changed to voluntary.  Mandatory evacuations remain in place from Heaps Park to Snow Valley.

Voluntary evacuations are in place for Crestline, Cedar Pines Park, Lake Gregory, and Valley of Enchantment. Voluntary re-entry for residents of Lake Arrowhead has begun.  

For information on re-entry to Lake Arrowhead areas see the Grass Valley Fire info.

Orange County: 

Mandatory evacuations remain in place for Canyon areas off Santiago Canyon Rd. between Silverado Canyon Rd. and Live Oak Canyon Rd., including the Santiago Estates area and Jackson Ranch Rd. and areas along Live Oak Canyon Rd. through the Trabuco Canyon area, including O'Neill Regional Park to Trabuco Creek Rd. El Modena High School is the local evacuation center.
DONATIONS:

Donations Hotline number is 1-800-750-2858 and is open from 0800 to 2000.  This line is dedicated for large businesses to donate bulk goods and services.  Since operations began on 10/23/07, the hotline has received 788 calls and inquiries as of close of business 10/29/07. Numerous bulk donations have been captured in the Resource Information Management System (RIMS) which are being matched to Care and Shelter and other needs.  

AGENCY REPORTS

Federal agencies coordinating efforts at the State Operations Center (SOC) include Department of Defense resources from the Navy, Marine Corps, Army and Air Force; FEMA and US Department of Health. 

American Red Cross

October 27, 2007, the Mexican Red Cross sent ten volunteers at the request of the American Red Cross to help reach out to the Spanish speaking community in Southern California affected by the wildfires. The Mexican Red Cross volunteers are working as part of the American Red Cross shelter team to access the unmet needs of the Spanish speaking community. By working together, the Red Cross is helping to ensure that the most vulnerable receive the assistance they need in finding shelter, meals and a connection to other community services. This strategy worked successfully during the American Red Cross response to Hurricane Katrina and is an advantage of the American Red Cross being part of an international Movement that can call on the assistance of sister Red Cross societies around the world.  The Red Cross is participating in an eighth Local Assistance Center at Valley Center High School (opened 10/28), 31322 Coal Grade Rd., Valley Center. Cite: www.sdarc.org , Accessed 10/29/07 at 12:29 a.m.

California Conservation Corp

CCC continues to provide support to CalFire and the USFS on the Southern California fires.  CCC currently has 36 support crews (470 crew members), 1 type II fire crew and 41 staff personnel assigned to 7 different fires.  CCC is also providing 3 support crews to FEMA to work at the large staging area at the Chino airport.

California Department of Food and Agriculture


CDFA and USDA veterinarians continue to conduct shelter assessments for animal care needs and field assessment of water issues for livestock and horses.


CDFA will be coordinating with FEMA to develop an animal sheltering transition plan.


CDFA received notice of surplus hay from the Del Mar area.  CDFA is coordinating with REOC/Local level the redistribution to another area in need.


There are currently 39 personnel assigned to assist with the response efforts.

California Department of Transportation
CalTrans equipment mechanics have reported to Gillespie Field to provide service and safety inspections for fire equipment as requested by CalFire.  An OASIS telecommunications trailer is being deployed to Dulzura as requested by the Southern REOC.  CalTrans is continuing to repair fire related damage with maintenance crews reassigned from unimpacted areas and with contractors. Small businesses are being used when possible.  Preliminary estimates of damages to the State highway system are:

San Bernardino County:  $4.2 million

San Diego County:  $8.5 million
California Highway Patrol


CHP currently has 29 uniformed personnel assigned to traffic control, emergency services and general law enforcement.

California Department of Motor Vehicles

· All DMV Field Offices in the Southern California region are open. All services are being offered with no problems reported.

· DMV continues to staff the nine Local Assistance Centers (LACs), assisting fire victims in obtaining duplicate drivers licenses and auto registrations.   Four of the LACs are staffed with DMV investigators who are acting as runners from the LACs to the field offices.

· The DMV Emergency Operations Center is currently operating at Level 2 with reduced staffing levels.

California National Guard  


Two UH-60 rotary aircraft deployed in SoCal for firefighting efforts are still assigned to the mission.

Texas Air National Guard RC-26A continues to perform aerial reconnaissance photography missions of wildfires until 31 Oct 07. 


Six Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS) equipped aircraft are currently engaged in fire suppression.


Deployed approximately 2500 military personnel who are performing missions in the following areas:  Del Mar, Fallbrook, Poway, Ramona, Valley Center, Escondido, Harris, Rancho Santa Fe, Carmel Valley, Riverside, Pasadena and March Air Reserve Base.


CNG SMR liaison officers are performing liaison duties in various headquarters/centers throughout Southern California, duty schedules are being revised to meet current requirements.


CNG setup a 150 bed tent city for law enforcement personnel deployed within San Diego County.


It’s anticipated that the two remaining rotary aircraft will be released within the next 48 hours.

California Volunteers
Currently, there have not been any requests for volunteer resources either to the REOC or to the SOC.  Local volunteer resources have been sufficient to meet local needs.  

To date 639 CERT and MRC volunteers are active in the response in the following jurisdictions: Los Angeles, San Diego, Orange County, Riverside, and San Bernardino. These teams have assisted with evacuation, shelter operations, traffic control, donations management and animal sheltering. 

Volunteer Centers of California reports that 9,750 volunteers have been registered and 1,750 have been deployed through local volunteer centers. 

California Volunteers will demobilize from the SOC and go to Duty Officer status.  The Duty Officer phone number is (916) 204-9802.

Parks and Recreation 

State Parks are currently demobilizing emergency response phase for activities and personnel and are moving into the recovery stage which includes temporary care and shelter of emergency evacuees. 

To date State Parks has deployed approximately 43 persons including maintenance, resource specialists, and rangers to fire events and evacuee management. 
State Parks has been mission tasked by OES to provide GIS personnel. One GIS specialist has been deployed to the SOC this morning. 

California Department of Public Health, Emergency Medical Services Authority and Department of Social Services (CDPH, EMSA, DSS) 

Medical support is continuing.  The 2 deployed DMAT's were separated into four Strike Teams and tasked for missions: 4 members are assisting a Multi-Disciplinary Assessment team, two teams of 8 members are working 12 hour shifts at the Delmar Fairgrounds, and 25 members have billeted at Pachanga to be deployed by Rincon to 4 fixed site health clinics and 2 mobile clinics within the Rincon Indian Reservation. 
119 patients remain evacuated from the Fallbrook Hospital and Fallbrook Skilled Nursing Facility.  Repopulation of the Fallbrook Hospital will be determined after OSHPD and L&C site visit on Tuesday.  Fallbrook SNF will be assessed on Thursday.  

· The JEOC is holding daily calls with representatives of the California Hospital Association, the California Association for Health Care Facilities, and the California Primary Care Association. On August 24, 2007, in response to provider requests, CDPH issued a statement on use of N95 respirators for patients and staff in healthcare facilities.

· CDPH issued a press release and informational materials, advising Californians to take health precautions related to poor air quality. CDPH has also posted information on CAHAN and on the CDPH web site, www.bepreparedcalifornia.ca.gov, related to air quality.  On October 28 and 29, 2007, CDPH worked with the Governor’s Office and other state agencies on a statewide policy for respiratory protection in fire affected areas.

· CDPH Licensing and Certification and DHCS identified vacant SNF beds in Orange, San Diego, and Riverside Counties and worked with San Diego County to place patients evacuated from San Diego SNFs in vacant beds.  Starting October 24, 2007, Licensing and Certification is evaluating healthcare facilities for reentry and working with local health departments to return SNF patients to their original facilities.

· CDPH shipped supplies and equipment for 2,000 alternate care site beds to San Diego where they are stored at the Del Mar Racetrack.  A small amount of those supplies were used at Qualcom Stadium; the remaining alternate care site supplies are being returned to permanent storage on October 29 and 30, 2007.

· Healthcare facilities: Of 26 evacuated facilities, all but three have been approved to reopen. Fallbrook Hospital requested review on October 30 and November 1, 2007, due to the amount of clean up work required. Mountain View Hospital in Lake Arrowhead has been approved for reentry and will be repopulated tomorrow.  

TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS 

La Jolla Tribe’s request for generators and water was filled.  They have subsequently requested generators for homes and more water.  The response to this request is on hold pending further information.  

Mesa Grande Tribe requested canned food, but request is pending because the tribe may not have the “cost share”.
Information below was last updated 10/28/07.


FEMA representatives and contractors continue providing assistance to Tribal members for emergency relief at the Pechanga Resort and Casino and the Soboba Reservation.


It is anticipated a mobile Disaster Relief Center (DRC) will be in place and operational at the Rincon Reservation Monday, October 29th. 


FEMA has convened a Tribal Task Force to support the Tribes with their emergency requests. The initial task force meeting took place today. 


An assessment team comprised of the Corp of Engineers, IHS OEH and FEMA are assisting the Tribal communities affected by the fires. The team is in constant contact with Tribal leadership to determine additional needs.


There are confirmed reports of looting on the Mesa Grande Reservation. There are unconfirmed reports of looting on the La Jolla Reservation.  


The San Diego County Sheriff advised no support was needed to provide security for the reservations. 


Deployment of BIA Law Enforcement was abandoned. 


The BIA is continues coordination efforts with the San Diego Co Sheriff in an effort to provide reservation security. 

Tribal Disaster Assistance Coordination Meeting


October 30, 2007, 2:00 pm, Rincon Reservation -Tribal Hall, 1W. Tribal Road, Valley Center, CA 


The meeting is being coordinated the BIA and FEMA


The purpose of the meeting is to identify the needs of Tribal communities affected by the SoCal fires and offer information on available resources and services. 


It is anticipated the meeting will have high level representation from all levels of government and attendance will be of maximum proportion. 

San Diego County: 

Number of Tribes in San Diego County: 18

Number of Tribes with confirmed damage: 6

Structures Lost: Yes – 133 as of today

Number of Tribes with unconfirmed damage: 0

Number of Tribes with potential damages: 12

Injuries: Yes 

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: Ongoing assessment

Evacuations: Yes 

Riverside County: 

Number of Tribes in Riverside County: 12

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

San Bernardino County: 

Number of Tribes in San Bernardino County: 6

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

Santa Barbara County: 

Number of Tribes in Santa Barbara County: 1

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

RECOVERY EFFORTS

 

· Resources Agency initiated a federal/state/local dialog on Southern California post-fire multi-agency assessment, emergency rehabilitation and longer-term recovery planning. This group will meet every other day to address policy issues relating to recovery and to facilitate the build-out of recovery teams. 

· The Department of Conservation, CalFire and USFS are operating out of the USFS San Bernardino Forest HQ office today.  The state and Federal agencies are still in the  process of more fully integrating the plan to relocate to another facility --  a multi-agency joint operations center is still in the works.   

· Secretary Chrisman will join state leaders and San Diego (city and county) officials tomorrow to discuss recovery  response and lessons learned from the Angora Fire earlier this  summer.
· Damage estimates are currently being submitted to OES by the designated counties.  OES is to deploy Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA) teams on Monday, 10/29/07.  Joint FEMA State PDAs to start on Wednesday.


San Diego County has developed a “Firestorm 2007 Recovery”, a comprehensive response website for residents. The one stop site, www.sdcountyrecovery.com has links to General Recovery Resources, Returning to your Business, Disaster Recovery FAQ, Agricultural Business Losses, Animals, Lost Animals, Safety Measures, Dead Animals, Volunteering, Cleanup Information, Ash Debris: Public Health Tips & Cleanup, Swimming Pools, Propane Gas, Air Quality, Air Quality Information, Food Safety, Boil Water Alerts, Counseling and Community Relief  and Rebuild Your Life.

L.A. County Assessor offers fire damage tax relief. The State Revenue and Taxation Code, Section 170/Misfortune and Calamity, allows reassessment of property sustaining at least $10,000 in damage. This process can result in a corrected tax bill or refund. Any adjustment or proration of taxes will be based on the reduction in value from the date of damage through the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008.

(Cite: http://lacounty.gov/cms1_077154.pdf accessed 10/28/07 at 10:08 p.m.)

The San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office will release information on damaged and destroyed homes the moment it becomes available and is verified. The information will be made available at the Fire Emergency Local Assistance Center that the County of San Bernardino has set up at the Dome building at the shelter at the National Orange Show fairgrounds in the City of San Bernardino.  The information will also be released on the Web site of the San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office shortly after the information is made available at the shelters. Residents may access the assessor’s site directly at www.sbassessor.org or by visiting the county Web site at www.sbcounty.gov and following the Disaster Information links to access the information. Counselors are answering phones at the San Bernardino County 211 Disaster Information Hotline in case people need support upon learning the news.  (County of San Bernardino website http://www.co.san-bernardino.ca.us/evocdata.asp)
· Erosion (Watershed Protection) MASG Policy Group Meeting/Conference Call Summary 10/29/07 (1100 hrs):  A concept of operations for the overall effort is being developed; a draft document should be available for review by all parties tomorrow.  It will be a comprehensive approach to addressing post-fire flooding, erosion, and debris flow concerns.  The general structure of the effort will include a policy group to provide overall direction, a core group of agency liaisons to direct the project planning and implementation, and field resources (including joint assessment teams, such as BAER).  Identification of a facility to support the effort is in process.  Next steps will include identification of agency authorities applicable to this effort.  Cal FIRE and USFS are currently doing advance planning for coordination of field assessment teams; they are operating out of the San Bernardino National Forest offices.  There will be a meeting (via conference call) of the agency liaisons group tomorrow and of the policy group on Wednesday.  Lead for the State in this effort is the Resources Agency and at this time FEMA is taking the coordination lead for Federal agencies.

· Debris Management Coordination Meeting Summary 10/29/07(1400 hrs):  Cal EPA provided an overview of the State’s proposed debris management strategy.  The Governor wants to pursue the same strategy as the June 2007 Angora Fire for these fires.  Today’s (10/29/07) meeting briefed FEMA on the concept and attempted to assess what elements of the plan might be eligible for federal reimbursement under the Public Assistance program.  San Diego County, San Diego City, and San Bernardino County may be interested in pursuing this model, although reimbursement considerations are factors in their decision making.  FEMA staff provided an overview of the key elements of the new FEMA policy on debris removal on private property that are relevant to the review of this proposal.

Issues related to potential federal cost-sharing in parts of the expedited clean-up effort included:  
· clarification of the pre-event jurisdictional authority of the state to embark on a clean-up of private property; 
· determination that the level of threat to public health/safety is sufficient to invoke that authority; 
· eligibility of clean up of hazardous materials and physical dangers (e.g., chimneys and trees); 
· eligibility of safety assessment to identify hazardous conditions; 
· eligibility of certain trucking and dump costs; 
· application of insurance proceeds; and

· eligibility of confirmation sampling.  

The State requested what the criteria will be used to determine eligibility.  FEMA indicated responses to the questions raised at the meeting would be provided by tomorrow afternoon (10/30/07).  If feasible, a debris removal strategy agreement will be formalized in a MOU.
Cal FIRE

The OES SOC has notified all California State Agency State Operations Center Representatives of the opportunity to request remote sensing data from the military.  The assets are capable of collecting Geographic Information Systems (GIS) reference data using Radar, LIDAR, Hyperspectral, Multi-spectra, Digital Elevation Models, and True Color.  The military assets collecting the data will only be available for a short time (a couple of days).  

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Debris Management

Conference call summary 10/29/07:  Local jurisdictions asked for more information about the possible health hazards encountered when residents re-enter burned or damaged areas, and suggested that this information be available as fact sheets at local assistance centers. The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is currently updating re-entry guidance. In the meantime, city and county environmental health officials urge residents to use caution as burned locations may pose a health hazard. Guidance on the use of masks during clean-up and the safe disposal of fire ash is available at www.calepa.ca.gov/Disaster as well as from several county websites. The identification and removal of hazardous material and debris from private properties is a process being initiated by the State in cooperation with local and federal partners. 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCES AGENCY

Watershed Impacts/Debris Flow Concerns


CAL FIRE and US Forest Service (USFS) have taken a lead in integrating the Federal and State efforts for Watershed Assessments to identify hazard areas and values at risk to those hazards in and adjacent to the fire impact areas of the seven counties affected by the firestorm. A temporary Coordination Center has been established at the San Bernardino National Forest Supervisors Office in San Bernardino City.


The Coordination Center has deployed today 3 USFS Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) Teams, augmented with Geologists from the California Geologic Survey (CGS), today from the following fires: Ranch, Buckweed, and Grass Valley.  For the Department of Conservation, 4 of 5 CGS staff have been assigned as Geologists for the BAER Teams and another CGS staffer is coordinating data collection needs and doing office based data analysis on where site specific field based public safety reviews may be needed.


The BAER Teams are now Multi-Agency with Federal and State resources and are tasked to evaluate impacted watersheds regardless of jurisdiction.  The Coordination Center is in the process of contacting the local counties for their involvement in the BAER Teams.  Two more BAER Teams will be deployed to the Poomacha and Witch Fires in San Diego County on Monday, 10/29/07, with representatives from the County of San Diego.


Plans are being made at the Coordination Center to expand our activities to assemble more interagency BAER Teams to deploy to the remaining fire impacted areas.

EROSION CONTROL

Hazard Mitigation: Mitigation Advisors have been deployed, briefed, and on the way to each of the LACs.  San Diego and San Bernardino Counties expressed an interest in Post-Fire Flood Risk Awareness maps. Inquiries of interest with other impacted counties are in process. Mitigation will participate in the Monday morning Multi-Agency Support Group conference call. Early discussions are underway to focus the Flood Smart program and target the post flood risk areas in Southern CA to increase flood policies in preparation of the winter rainy season. The mitigation concept of operations continues to be developed in cooperation with the state.
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