    STATE OPERATIONS CENTER SITUATION REPORT

SOCAL OCTOBER 2007 WILD LAND FIRES

October 29, 2007; 1000 Hours

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

WEATHER OF CONCERN: 

There will be a chance of measurable showers for San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara Counties Monday afternoon. Rain amounts of less than 1 inch are expected in most areas with and a slight chance of thunderstorm activity. Another Santa Ana event continues to be forecasted for this next weekend, with wind gusts in the 30 to 50 mph range.

Monday night through Wednesday morning will bring drizzle to southwest California including San Diego, Orange and Southwest San Bernardino and Western Riverside Counties. Dense fog is expected for the lower coastal mountain slopes and foothills. Gusty mountains and desert winds are expected Monday afternoon and evening. Friday night and Saturday are forecast to bring moderately strong Santa Ana winds and the potential for critical fire weather conditions for next weekend. 

AIR QUALITY:

CDPH issued a press release and informational materials, advising Californians to take health   precautions related to poor air quality. CDPH has also posted information on CAHAN and on the CDPH web site, http://bepreparedcalifornia.ca.gov/epo/, related to air quality.  On October 28, 2007, CDPH worked with the Governor’s Office and other state agencies on a statewide policy for respiratory protection in fire affected areas.

San Diego County Air Quality Forecast:  The air quality forecast for Monday, October 29, is for slightly more favorable conditions. Air quality levels will range from Moderate to Hazardous for all individuals throughout the day. Due to the numerous wild fires burning throughout San Diego County, localized areas of smoke and ash have occurred in many areas. As a result elevated particulate matter concentrations, including fine particulates, or PM2.5 concentrations, may reach unhealthful to hazardous levels in some heavily smoke impacted areas. In areas of heavy smoke, assume that air quality levels are unhealthy for sensitive groups to unhealthy and possibly hazardous for all individuals. In areas with minor smoke impacts, assume that air quality levels range from moderate to unhealthy for sensitive groups. http://www.sdapcd.org/air/forecasts/otoday.html  

GUBERNATORIAL AND PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS

Local Proclamations:  Ventura County, San Diego County, Orange County, City of Irvine, Orange County, Los Angeles County, City of Banning, and the City of San Jacinto, Riverside County has requested an amendment to the State of Emergency Proclamation and Presidential Declaration to include significant wind damage.  Riverside County is continuing to gather data to support their request to OES.

Governor’s Proclamation:  Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura due to wildfires. 

Governor's Executive Order:  On October 26, 2007, Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive Order S-13-07 which took several actions to assist in the recovery from the disaster.  For complete details of the Executive Order, please see the following website:  http://gov.ca.gov/executive-order/7927/

Presidential Declaration:  Issued 10/24/07 (FEMA -1731-DR).  The previous Emergency Declaration (EM 3279) issued on 10/23/07 and the eight Fire Management Assistance Grants are now included in this one Declaration.  This Declaration authorizes Individual Assistance, Public Assistance, and Hazard Mitigation Grants for the declared counties.   The Public Assistance program is presently limited to debris removal and emergency protective measures.  Reimbursement for the repair or replacement of damaged public facilities is not authorized; this authorization will depend on the results of the initial damage assessments. 

Fire Activity Summary (based on 10/29/07 @ 06:50 PDT Fire Branch Report)

There are 6 active fires in Southern California. The priority for fighting fires is: the Harris, Slide, Poomacha, Santiago, Witch and Grass Valley.  The MACS level has changed to level 3 effective 1300 hours, Sunday, October 28, 2007 for Southern California.  

Cumulative Totals:

Fatalities: 7   

Reported Injuries:  116
Total Acres Burned to Date:  517,705
Structures Destroyed:  2,846
Structures Threatened:  3,825
Structures Damaged:  441
Fire Resources Committed:


1,169 Engines 


152 Water Tenders


257 Hand crews


125 Dozers


12,099 personnel

Harris Incident CA-MVU-010427 San Diego County.   90,440 acres with 75% containment.  There have been 34 firefighter injuries.  206 residences and 252 outbuildings destroyed.  250 residences and 2 outbuilding damaged.  12 hour threat to High-Voltage power grid and the communities of  Barrett Lake area, Lawson Valley, Lyons Valley, Carve Acres. 

Slide Incident CA-BDF-10570  San Bernardino County. 12,789 acres @ 90% contained.  201 residences and 3 outbuilding destroyed, 2,500 threatened.  12 hour threat to Crab Flats, Running Springs, Smiley Park, and Green Valley.   

Poomacha Incident CA-MVU-10643 San Diego County.  49,540 acres with 65% containment.  There have been 20 firefighter injuries.  136 residences and 19 outbuildings have been destroyed. 500 homes are threatened in the communities of Mt. Palomar, Palomar Observatory, Crosley Homestead and Agua Tibia Mountain. 

Santiago Incident CA-ORC-68555 Orange County.  28,400 acres with 65% containment.  There have been 8 firefighter injuries.  15 residences and 9 outbuildings have been destroyed.  8 residences & 12 outbuildings damaged.  12 hour threat zone to the communities of Silverado.

Witch Incident CA-MVU-010432 San Diego County.  197,990 acres with 95% containment.  There have been 39 firefighters injures.  1040 residences  and 414 outbuildings destroyed.  70 residences and 25 outbuildings damaged.      

Grass Valley Incident CA-BDF-10566  San Bernardino County.  Grass Valley 1,247 acres @ 95% contained.     174 residences destroyed, 25 damaged.  200 threatened.  Residents may leave via highways, but will not be allowed back into these areas.

FIRES CONTAINED 

Ammo – 21,084 acres

Buckweed Incident - 38,356 acres 

Cajon Incident - 250 acres 

Canyon Incident - 4,500 acres 

Coronado Hills Fire - 300 acres

Grant – 1 acres

Magic Incident - 2824 acres 

Martin Incident -  75 acres

McCoy Incident - 300 acres   

Meadowridge Incident - 20 acres 

Nightsky – 35 acres

October – 100 acres

Ranch – 58,401 acres

Rice – 9,000

Roca Incident - 270 acres 

Rosa Incident - 411 acres 

Sedgewick Incident - 710 acres 

Valley – 1,140 acres

Missions

OES has 87 open mission requests, in addition to requests for federal assistance and for emergency management assistance compact national requests.  

Shelter Status

ARC and Partners: 

404 people in 12 Red Cross and Partner shelters  

Other shelters:


1,225 people in 14 shelters

TOTAL SHELTERED:  
1,629

Essential Facilities Activated


Operational Area Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs):  San Bernardino and San Diego remain open.  Riverside and Orange deactivated as of 10/28/07.


Southern Regional Emergency Operations Center (SREOC)


State Operations Center (SOC) 


Joint Field Office (reports issued at 1200 and 2400): Opened 10/24/07 at 75 N. Fair Oaks, Pasadena   Main Phone: (626) 431-3000

Local Assistance Centers (LACs):  

Nine Local Assistance Centers are currently open and as of close of business, October 28, 2007, seven of the nine reported 8,555 service visits.  OES has made contact with the two remaining Centers and will include the information in the next report.   FEMA mobile disaster recovery centers are being deployed from Texas.  These mobile units are being used to augment the LACs and deployed based upon county need.  The estimated arrival time is Tuesday, 10/30/07.  

The specific LAC locations and hours of operation can be found at the following website: http://www.oes.ca.gov/Operational/OESHome.nsf/ALL/025B99508F36CBF58825737F00052385?OpenDocument

Individual Assistance Program  

FEMA Tele-registrations: 7,194 

EVACUATIONS

San Diego County (per http://www.sdcountyemergency.com/evacuation_orders.html)

Time
Area
Order Status

10-27-07 4:08 p.m.
Witch Fire areas
Partial

10-27-07 3:48 p.m.
Carveacre, Lawson Valley, Jamul 
Lifted

10-27-07 1:15 p.m

.Mesa Grande
Partial

10-27-07 1:10 p.m.
Fallbrook
Partial

10-27-07 11:54 a.m. 
Peutz Valley Road, El Monte Valley
Lifted

10-27-07 9:41 a.m

Dulzura, Indian Springs, Proctor Valley, Engineer
Lifted



Springs, Barrett Junction 

10-27-07 9:28 a.m.
Deerhorn Valley
Lifted

10-27-07 8:25 a.m.
Japatul
Lifted

10-27-07 1:03 a.m.
Del Dios
Lifted

10-26-07 6:56 p.m.
Rainbow Area
Lifted

10-26-07 6:15 p.m.
Pala, Rancho Heights, Pauma Valley/Highway 76
Lifted



corridor,south of Lake Wohlford

10-26-07 6:10 p.m.
Julian, Wynola, Cuyamaca, and Pine Hills
Lifted

10-26-07 4:12 p.m.
Fallbrook
Partial

10-26-07 3:17 p.m.
Bonita, Sunnyside, San Vicente
Partial

10-26-07 3:17 p.m.
Spring Valley, Jamacha
Lifted

10-26-07 2:55 p.m.
De Luz, Oak Crest Estates Mobile Home Park
Lifted

10-26-07 2:30 p.m.
Dehesa-Harbison Canyon
Partial

10-26-07 8:19 a.m.
Wildcat Canyon
Partial

10-26-07 8:09 a.m.
Valley Center
Partial

10-26-07 8:09 a.m.
Western Jamul
Partial

10-25-07 7:28 pm

Ramona
Lifted

10-25-07 7:28 pm

Fallbrook
Partially lifted

10-25-07 11:12 am 
Thousand Trails, Potrero, and Tecate
Reentry

10-25-07 10:00 am
Escondido and 4S Ranch
Reentry

10-25-07 7:55 am

Fallbrook and Bonsall
Partial Reentry

San Bernardino County: 

Mandatory evacuation orders were issued for: Grass Valley, Arrowbear, Running Springs. Sherriff Department states it may be 7-10 days before evacuations are lifted. Residents who did not obtain a pass prior to Sunday, 10/28, will need to wait until Monday 10/29 to obtain a re-entry pass during normal business hours at the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department located at 655 E. Third Street. 

Mandatory evacuations are in place from Heaps Peak to Snow Valley.

Voluntary evacuations are in effect for Crestline, Cedar Pines Park, Lake Gregory, and Valley of Enchantment. A closure order remains in effect for the San Bernardino National Forest. The mandatory evacuation has been lifted east to Heaps Peak. All other evacuations and road closures remain in effect. 

Orange County: 

Mandatory evacuations remain in place for canyon areas off Santiago Canyon

Rd between Silverado Canyon Rd and Live Oak Canyon Rd, as well as areas

along Live Oak Canyon Rd through Trabuco Canyon.

Medical Facility Evacuations: (No changes from the previous report)

Of the 1,586 patients evacuated from 26 facilities, 873 have been returned.

UTILITY REPORTS (No changes from the previous report)

Current outage summary for San Diego service area is available at http://outages.sdge.com/publicOutageWeb/servlet/OutageMap

Currently approximately 6,700 customers are without power.  These are in the San Diego area.  San Diego Gas and Electric has service technicians going house-to house in order to restore gas service.  The resources have arrived to begin restoration operations, but access to the affected areas is still restricted.  SDG &E plans to have 97 percent of fire-impacted customers restored by November 4, 2007.

CUEA reports that, although Ramona has no drinking water, the water hook-ups are proceeding ahead of schedule and bottled water is available for the residents.  Livestock is being watered with water from the wells of neighboring properties.  

DONATIONS :

Donations Hotline number is 1-800-750-2858 and is open from 0800 to 2000.  This line is dedicated for large businesses to donate bulk goods and services.  Since operations began on 10/23/07, the hotline has received 723 calls and inquiries as of close of business 10/28/07. Numerous bulk donations have been captured in the Resource Information Management System (RIMS) which are being matched to Care and Shelter and other needs.  

AGENCY REPORTS

Federal agencies coordinating efforts at the State Operations Center (SOC) include Department of Defense resources from the Navy, Marine Corps, Army and Air Force; FEMA and US Department of Health. 

American Red Cross

October 27, 2007, the Mexican Red Cross sent ten volunteers at the request of the American Red Cross to help reach out to the Spanish speaking community in Southern California affected by the wildfires. The Mexican Red Cross volunteers are working as part of the American Red Cross shelter team to access the unmet needs of the Spanish speaking community. By working together, the Red Cross is helping to ensure that the most vulnerable receive the assistance they need in finding shelter, meals and a connection to other community services. This strategy worked successfully during the American Red Cross response to Hurricane Katrina and is an advantage of the American Red Cross being part of an international Movement that can call on the assistance of sister Red Cross societies around the world.  The Red Cross is participating in an eighth Local Assistance Center at Valley Center High School (opened 10/28), 31322 Coal Grade Rd., Valley Center. Cite: www.sdarc.org , Accessed 10/29/07 at 12:29 a.m.

Cal EPA 

Air Quality

For San Diego:

The Air Quality Index (AQI) forecast for today (10/28) is moderate but for most areas unhealthy for sensitive receptors.   These are based on 24 hour estimates.  Current air quality readings are being reported; however, these are very transitory and at times change hour by hour.  

For South Coast:

Areas forecast to have unhealthful air quality today (10/28) are the central San Bernardino Mountains, including Lake Arrowhead, and the Saddleback Valley area in Orange County.

In other areas not directly impacted by smoke in San Bernardino, Riverside and Orange counties, air quality today and tomorrow is forecast to be unhealthy for sensitive individuals.  Air quality in coastal and valley areas of Los Angeles County is predicted to be in the moderate range.   

Escondido:  There was rapid rise in particulate matter in the Escondido and Oceanside areas this morning.  That drove the Current AQ maps to unhealthy.  The level at Oceanside dropped in half within the hour however. The readings have remained low into the early afternoon.    

Spring Valley, near the Harris Fire, was smoky this morning, and has since cleared out when the southwest flows began.  It is reporting unhealthy for sensitive receptors (USR) Poway hasn't cleared out yet and shows up as USR.  

No discrete plumes are visible.  Haze will continue and there may still be pockets of higher concentrations, especially when the winds lighten. South Coast is Moderate to unhealthy for sensitive individuals thus far.  Outlook for tomorrow looks pretty much the same.

The following websites have specific air quality information:

US EPA (California Air Quality Data):

http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=airnow.fcsummary

California Air Resources Board:

http://www.arb.ca.gov/html/aqi.htm

San Diego County Air Pollution Control District:

http://www.sdapcd.org/air/maps/today.html

South Coast Air Quality Management District

http://www.aqmd.gov/

California Department of Food and Agriculture

CDFA and USDA are providing veterinary support to mass care and shelter assessment teams.  The locations where the assessments have been completed are:  El Cajon; Two shelters at tribal casinos (Harrah's and Pachanga); and San Bernardino.


CDFA at the SOC continues coordinating animal feed requests with Southern REOC and at the local level.


CDFA and USDA veterinarians continue efforts on the shelter assessments for animal care needs and field assessment of water issues for livestock and horses.


CDFA will be working with FEMA on providing locations of animal sheltering operations and developing a sheltering transition plan (per telephone call from the JFO 10/28/07 1630).


The Campo Community Center is allowing families with their pets to stay on the property and had 7 dogs, 2 cats, and 24 wolf-hybrids at the time of the assessment.  No resource needs were identified.  The Lakeside Rodeo Grounds were housing between 400 and 500 horses and a few dogs initially but their numbers had dropped to about 80 horses.  No resource needs were identified.  The Del Mar horse expo facility initially housed 400 horses, but was down to 150, with 7 dogs, 2 cats, and 1 bird.   No resource needs were identified.

California Department of Transportation


CalTrans is currently working to fill a request for a GIS specialist needed by Cal Fire to work in Riverside.


All Caltrans District Offices are open.


Fire Related State Highway Closures:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/fireclosures.php

California Highway Patrol


CHP has released two companies from Northern CA back to home station as of 10-27-07.  


CHP Border Division has returned to normal shift patterns as of 0600 10-28-07.


Currently there are 96 officers and 22 Sgts assigned to special operations for the fires.

California National Guard 

More than 2,500 National Guard personnel who are performing missions in the following areas:  Del Mar, Fallbrook, Poway, Ramona, Valley Center, Escondido, Harris, Rancho Santa Fe, Carmel Valley, Riverside, Pasadena and March Air Reserve Base.  CNG State Military Reserve liaison officers are performing liaison duties in various headquarters/centers throughout Southern California. The CNG has delivered nearly 116,000 gallons of retardant from C-130 aircraft and over 343,000 gallons of water from rotary-wing assets have been dropped.  CNG equipment has been used to assist with fire suppression, transport operations, aerial reconnaissance, refueling operations, and transporting personnel and equipment.

Resources committed:


2,500+ Citizen-Soldiers and State Military Reserve members 


6 C-130 fitted w/Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS) 


 Firehawks 


4 UH-60 Blackhawks 


 CH-47 Chinooks 


1 OH-58


1 RC – 26B
· 1 C-130

· 1 C-130 J

· 3-Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Trucks


A 150-person tent city in San Diego County in support of public safety officials and first responders.

California Volunteers

CaliforniaVolunteers is actively supporting Volunteer San Diego through the provision of 6 Volunteers In Service To America (VISTA) members.  The VISTA members are supporting the Volunteer Center's work to match the volunteers with organization that have a need.  CaliforniaVolunteers is also maintaining its Homepage as a location for all who are interested in volunteering to find opportunities.  At the State Operations Center CaliforniaVolunteers are filling the roles of Disaster Volunteer Coordinator, and Donations Management.  The Donations Management unit is identifying 501 (c)(3) non-governmental organizations serving the local communities in the affected area who can receive donations of disaster relief supplies through the use of AidMatrix.  The AidMatrix system will be coordinated from the Joint Field Office. 

Parks and Recreation 

Last week State Parks deployed approximately 40 personnel to support the response to the Southern California Wildfires event.  The deployed staff was assigned to public works, natural and cultural resource protection and Law Enforcement.

At State OES’ request, State Parks has sent one GIS specialist Sunday evening, 10/28/07, to assist at the SOC in Mather.

California Department of Public Health, Emergency Medical Services Authority and Department of Social Services (CDPH, EMSA, DSS) 


Disaster Medical Assistance Teams deployed to Santa Isabel, Pala, Rincon, and San Pasqual Reservations.


Fallbrook hospital is undergoing a professional cleaning. Remediation is progressing well at the hospital. L&C will make a site visit on Tuesday to the hospital to potentially clear for occupancy.  The skilled nursing facility (SNF) had greater smoke and ash intrusion. The hospital has a professional company cleaning the building. The SNF is scheduled for a visit on Thursday.


Arrowhead area Mountain Community Hospital is ready to accept patients back, but local authorities are still finalizing plans to repopulate the Arrowhead area. The current plan concentrates on allowing the general population to go home first and then send hospital patients up the mountain after the general re-population has occurred. 


San Diego County work is progressing, with 4 Teams. Expect evaluations in areas other than those closed by evacuations orders to be completed 10/28/07. Ramona remains under a Do Not Use Order until water main flushing and water quality testing can be completed. In addition, 18 water systems are under boil water orders (BWO) and must demonstrate two consecutive sets of clear bacteriological samples before the BWO can be lifted. 


Los Angeles County: Assessments of all systems in the affected area have been completed and an update report is expected to be available by 10/29/07 at noon. 


San Bernardino County: Lake Arrowhead CSD has had its BWO order lifted. Assessments are showing moderate system damage, but most systems have been able to make use of wholesaler supplies to maintain pressure and service. Currently, all water systems in the fire areas have been contacted and have been able to restore and maintain water service since the fires.


Riverside County: No substantial public health issues.


Orange County: No substantial public health issues.


An ARF is being developed for six DMAT teams, total of 20 providers, at the request of the Indian Health Council and approved by the state.


On 26Oct07, the Indian Health Council confirmed the health services staffing needs and plan to provide care to the affected tribal areas in San Diego County.  Four fixed sites at Pala, Rincon, San Pasqual, and Santa Ysabel and two mobile public health teams have been identified by state and tribal authorities.   Staffing is requested to report at 0900 on 29Oct07 to the Rincon Health Center.  


An MA is being developed by local EOS and the County to provide community health assessment teams. These teams are to assess tribal needs of 31 tribes in S. CA.  The JFO and JEOC LNO are working to assure state Department of Health concurs with the activity.


2 strikes teams were pulled back from the Ramona and Fallbrook local area.   Rancho San Diego and Delmar Fairgrounds sites are being staffed by 2 strike teams.


California pharmacies are reminded that the Board of Pharmacy has activated its emergency response provisions to all pharmacies under the authority granted it by its disaster response policy.   Patients in or from affected areas will continue to receive prescription medicine, and pharmacists are expected to use professional judgment in providing care. 


FEMA is forming a multi-agency, multi-disciplinary tribal task force to address tribal concerns.  HHS and IHS are participants in this task force. 

WATER SYSTEMS:

Drinking Water Systems: County and state staff has assessed all drinking water systems in fire affected areas. Clearance of drinking water systems to full service includes conducting two laboratory analyses of water samples for bacterial content so most of the assessed systems are currently under Boil Water orders. 

The Ramona Water District remains the only district under a Do Not Drink Order.  Residents have been supplied with bottled water and advised by Reverse 911 that they are allowed to use the water for bathing. 

The OES Southern Region reported that Ramona had enough water to sustain them until their water systems are back on line.  

San Bernardino County: 1 out of service (Smiley Park), 1 normal (Lake Arrowhead), 1 operating and being assessed (Green Valley Mutual Water Company)

Orange County: Trabuco Canyon water District minimum impact

Riverside County: City of San Jacinto normal

Los Angeles County: 38 water districts, 13 minimum impact, 15 normal, 10 evaluated by county (3 campgrounds burned/closed, 1 restaurant closed by county, 6 systems have been assessed).

TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS 


FEMA representatives and contractors continue providing assistance to Tribal members for emergency relief at the Pechanga Resort and Casino and the Soboba Reservation.


It is anticipated a mobile Disaster Relief Center (DRC) will be in place and operational at the Rincon Reservation Monday, October 29th. 


FEMA has convened a Tribal Task Force to support the Tribes with their emergency requests. The initial task force meeting took place today. 


An assessment team comprised of the Corp of Engineers, IHS OEH and FEMA are assisting the Tribal communities affected by the fires. The team is in constant contact with Tribal leadership to determine additional needs.


There are confirmed reports of looting on the Mesa Grande Reservation. There are unconfirmed reports of looting on the La Jolla Reservation.  


The San Diego County Sheriff advised no support was needed to provide security for the reservations. 


Deployment of BIA Law Enforcement was abandoned. 


The BIA is continues coordination efforts with the San Diego Co Sheriff in an effort to provide reservation security. 

Tribal Disaster Assistance Coordination Meeting


October 30, 2007, 2:00 pm, Rincon Reservation -Tribal Hall, 1W. Tribal Road, Valley Center, CA 


The meeting is being coordinated the BIA and FEMA


The purpose of the meeting is to identify the needs of Tribal communities affected by the SoCal fires and offer information on available resources and services. 


It is anticipated the meeting will have high level representation from all levels of government and attendance will be of maximum proportion. 

San Diego County: 

Number of Tribes in San Diego County: 18

Number of Tribes with confirmed damage: 6

Structures Lost: Yes – 133 as of today

Number of Tribes with unconfirmed damage: 0

Number of Tribes with potential damages: 12

Injuries: Yes 

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: Ongoing assessment

Evacuations: Yes 

Riverside County: 

Number of Tribes in Riverside County: 12

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

San Bernardino County: 

Number of Tribes in San Bernardino County: 6

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

Santa Barbara County: 

Number of Tribes in Santa Barbara County: 1

Number of Tribes that sustained damage: 0

Homes and Structures Lost: None Reported

Injuries: None Reported

Deaths: None reported

Needs of Tribal Communities: None Reported

Evacuations: None Reported 

RECOVERY EFFORTS


FED/State Debris removal meeting will be conducted at 1400 hours on 10/29/07 at the JFO.


San Diego County has developed a “Firestorm 2007 Recovery”, a comprehensive response website for residents. The one stop site, www.sdcountyrecovery.com has links to General Recovery Resources, Returning to your Business, Disaster Recovery FAQ, Agricultural Business Losses, Animals, Lost Animals, Safety Measures, Dead Animals, Volunteering, Cleanup Information, Ash Debris: Public Health Tips & Cleanup, Swimming Pools, Propane Gas, Air Quality, Air Quality Information, Food Safety, Boil Water Alerts, Counseling and Community Relief  and Rebuild Your Life.


L.A. County Assessor offers fire damage tax relief. The State Revenue and Taxation Code, Section 170/Misfortune and Calamity, allows reassessment of property sustaining at least $10,000 in damage. This process can result in a corrected tax bill or refund. Any adjustment or proration of taxes will be based on the reduction in value from the date of damage through the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008.

Cite: http://lacounty.gov/cms1_077154.pdf accessed 10/28/07 at 10:08 p.m.


The San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office will release information on damaged and destroyed homes the moment it becomes available and is verified. The information will be made available at the Fire Emergency Local Assistance Center that the County of San Bernardino has set up at the Dome building at the shelter at the National Orange Show fairgrounds in the City of San Bernardino.  The information will also be released on the Web site of the San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office shortly after the information is made available at the shelters. Residents may access the assessor’s site directly at www.sbassessor.org or by visiting the county Web site at www.sbcounty.gov and following the Disaster Information links to access the information. Counselors are answering phones at the San Bernardino County 211 Disaster Information Hotline in case people need support upon learning the news.  County of San Bernardino website http://www.co.san-bernardino.ca.us/evocdata.asp

Cal FIRE

The OES SOC has notified all California State Agency State Operations Center Representatives of the opportunity to request remote sensing data from the military.  The assets are capable of collecting Geographic Information Systems (GIS) reference data using Radar, LIDAR, Hyperspectral, Multi-spectra, Digital Elevation Models, and True Color.  The military assets collecting the data will only be available for a short time (a couple of days).  

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Debris Management


The Cal/EPA EOC is still in operation and will remain so for at least the rest of the next week.  


Daily coordination conference calls with OES have been continuing since 10/22/07.  


A Regional MAC has been formed to manage debris removal issues.  CIWMB is the lead for Cal/EPA on this MAC.  This MAC will also address hazardous waste issues. Local county MACs have been formed in San Diego County, San Bernardino County, LA County and Orange County.  These MACs include local jurisdictions with state representation.  


The CIWMB will send a team to San Diego on Monday (10/29) to meet with the County Debris MAC to discuss the debris management plan.  On Tuesday (10/30) they will meet with the San Bernardino MAC to do the same.  


On Monday (10/29) the CalEPA Assistant Secretary will meet with OES and FEMA at the JFO to discuss coordination of debris removal with FEMA.  The primary purpose of this meeting is to reach agreement on what portion of the debris removal will be eligible for federal reimbursement.  Next week CIWMB will begin the process to establish an office for the Regional Debris MAC in Southern California.   USEPA has indicated a willingness to work closely with the state and locals on the debris removal and a formal request for their support is being developed. Their support may help to meet some of our staffing and technical needs.


Lake Arrowhead burn areas will remain closed until Wed 10-31-07 for debris clearance and restoration of power.

CALIFORNIA RESOURCES AGENCY

Watershed Impacts/Debris Flow Concerns


CAL FIRE and US Forest Service (USFS) have taken a lead in integrating the Federal and State efforts for Watershed Assessments to identify hazard areas and values at risk to those hazards in and adjacent to the fire impact areas of the seven counties affected by the firestorm. A temporary Coordination Center has been established at the San Bernardino National Forest Supervisors Office in San Bernardino City.


The Coordination Center has deployed today 3 USFS Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) Teams, augmented with Geologists from the California Geologic Survey (CGS), today from the following fires: Ranch, Buckweed, and Grass Valley.  For the Department of Conservation, 4 of 5 CGS staff have been assigned as Geologists for the BAER Teams and another CGS staffer is coordinating data collection needs and doing office based data analysis on where site specific field based public safety reviews may be needed.


The BAER Teams are now Multi-Agency with Federal and State resources and are tasked to evaluate impacted watersheds regardless of jurisdiction.  The Coordination Center is in the process of contacting the local counties for their involvement in the BAER Teams.  Two more BAER Teams will be deployed to the Poomacha and Witch Fires in San Diego County on Monday, 10/29/07, with representatives from the County of San Diego.


Plans are being made at the Coordination Center to expand our activities to assemble more interagency BAER Teams to deploy to the remaining fire impacted areas.

EROSION CONTROL

Hazard Mitigation: Mitigation Advisors have been deployed, briefed, and on the way to each of the LACs.  San Diego and San Bernardino Counties expressed an interest in Post-Fire Flood Risk Awareness maps. Inquiries of interest with other impacted counties are in process. Mitigation will participate in the Monday morning Multi-Agency Support Group conference call. Early discussions are underway to focus the Flood Smart program and target the post flood risk areas in Southern CA to increase flood policies in preparation of the winter rainy season. The mitigation concept of operations continues to be developed in cooperation with the state.
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