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GOVERNOR’S

BLUE RIBBON FIRE COMMISSION

Inaugural Meeting    
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2003

Manhattan Beach Marriott Hotel

Manhattan Beach, CA

1:30 PM

Meeting Notes

Senator William “Bill” Campbell, (Ret.)

Scope of Future Hearings and

Proposed Meeting Dates & Locations
Chaired by Senator Campbell and discussed by the Commission, the following areas were identified to be examined at future meetings:

Items for Second Meeting:

· A discussion of the number and type of various federal, state and local public, private and military firefighting resources available to combat wildland fires;

· A discussion of how these various resources are activated and coordinated in combating wildland fires, and how they complement one-another in terms of firefighting capabilities and uses;

· A discussion of any jurisdictional, operational or training barriers that prevent the expeditious use and response of any of these resources; especially federal military and national guard resources; 

· A discussion of inter- and intra-state mutual aid agreements or contract-for-hire agreements to obtain resources to combat wildland fires; and

· Recommendations to enhance our firefighting capability to combat multiple wildland conflagrations.

Items for Third Meeting:

· A discussion of the challenges in combating wildland/urban interface fires;

· A discussion of the vegetation management, fuel modification, and forest management programs relative to reducing the threat and destruction of wildland fires, including any federal, state, local political or regulatory barriers to implementing such programs, as well as any citizenry or community involvement in such programs;

· A discussion of building code, planning or land use decisions that contribute to, or prevent, wildland fire losses;

· Lessons learned from the devastating Oakland Hills Fire 1991, including whether or not recommendations to prevent or combat a similar fire in the area were implemented; and

· Recommendations relative to these issues that should be implemented to prevent or combat similar fires in the future.

Items for Forth Meeting:

· Training for federal, state, local, military and private firefighting resources relevant to major wildland fires and wildland/urban interface fires;

· Command and control of multiple federal, state, local, military and private firefighting resources on multiple large fires;

· Communications interoperability among federal, state, local, military and private firefighting resources;

· Fire prevention and firefighting resources – current, new, future – including firefighting apparatus, techniques, retardants, fire extinguishing materials and methods, and fire prevention technologies and programs; and

· Recommendations to improve and enhance our operational firefighting capabilities.

Items for Fifth Meeting:

· Finally, the Commission would like to conclude with a hearing that ties the previous hearings together, and gives the participants an opportunity to prioritize their recommendations for the Commission’s consideration.  It is the intent to provide a blueprint for our federal, state, and local governmental leaders to consider, in order that we can prevent future fires of this magnitude occurring in California again.  

Meeting Schedule:

· Next hearing to be scheduled for November 24, 2003. (was subsequently changed to Thursday, December 4, 2003, in San Bernardino County)

· Two hearings should be held in January 2004.  Recommended Wednesday, January 7, and Wednesday, January 21, 2004.  Proposed one hearing in Ventura County and one hearing in San Diego County.

